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FOREWORD 


Tuts is a book of everyday English. Too many students 
learn ''book-English"; too few learn to use the current 
phrases which are common in our daily speech. 

The knowledge of the literary language is easily acquired 
from books; but the sources from which the student may 
draw phrases in common use, frequently colloquial in character, 
are extremely limited. This book is not intended to take 
the place of the text-book for foreign students, but rather to 
supplement it. Its aim is to supply a number of phrases 
classified and simply explained. 

The teacher will indicate to his students that the book 
does not pretend to cover every point and will encourage 
them to find and use similar examples under the headings 
dealt with and also to make further classifications for 
themselves. 

It will be noticed that many of the phrases are extremely 
colloquial; this is of set purpose because, in each case, the 
phrases are in common use and the foreign student who 
wishes to speak English fluently will need to have them at 
his fingers' ends, 


A. J. WORRALL, O.A., F.L.L. 
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ASS 


an ass 

** to ass about 

** to ass about 
with 

BAT 


bat (Simile) 


** to be batty 


** to have bats in 
the belfry 


BEAR 
a bear 


(Commercial) 


(See Burr) 


like a bear with a 
sore head 


* to be a bear for 


g 


A foolish person. 
S. is a silly ass. He always believes 
everything he is told. 


To play the fool. 
Those boys are not working ; 
just assing about. 


To meddle with. 
Don't ass about with that valve, you'll 
break it. 


they are 


As blind as a bat. 
Without my glasses I am as blind as a 
bat. 


To be mentally deficient. 
That lad is completely batty. 


(See above.) 
If I listen to her much longer I shall 
have bats in the belfry. 


A bad-tempered person. 
That old man is a bear ; he is always 
grumbling. 

A person who endeavours to lower the 
price of shares on the Exchange, 
The bears were active on the Exchange 
to-day and prices in many cases fell 

from x to 3 points. 


Very bad tempered. 
What is wrong with you to-day? You 
are like a bear with a sore head. 


To be fond of. 
He ts a bear for work. 
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BEE : 
to make a bee line 
for 


bee in the bonnet 


as busy as a bee 
j (Simile) 


a beehive 


the sting is in the 
tail 


BEEF 
* beef 


* beefy 
BIRD 
** a bird 


bird's-eye view 


** to get the bird 


To go the shortest way. 
As he spoke he made a bee line for the 
door. 


To be slightly unbalanced mentally. 
Pay no attention to what he says ; he 
has a bee in his bonnet. 


That girl works hard, she is always as 
busy as a bee. 


A very busy place. . 
This workshop is a regular beehive of 
indusiry. 


The unpleasant part is hidden at the 
end. 


Read through this letter, it will make 
you laugh ; but you will see the sting 
ts in the tail. 


Strength. 
He can lift it alone. He's got plenty of 
eef. 


Heavy and strong. 


Have you noticed what big beefy chaps 
London policemen Fo, er 


A girl. 
Williams is taking his bird to the 
pictures to-night. 


An aerial view of something below. 
From the top of the Monument you get 
a good bird's-eye view of the City. 


To meet with strongly expressed dis- 
approval. 

The comedian was so good amd soon 
got the bird. 
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BIRD—conid. 
** to give the bird 


to preen oneself 


A bird in the hand 
is worth two in 
the bush 

(Proverb) 

BULL 


a bul (Simile) 


(Commercial) 


to bull 
(Commercial) 


bull (military), to 
Score a 


a bull of Bashan 


CALF 
a calf 


calf love 


to chew the cud 


(b) 


To expressdisapproval. Tosendaway. 
When he came bothering me at my 
work I soon gave him the bird. 


To admire one's physical perfections. 
I hate to see a man preening himself 
before a mirror. 


A thing which is certain is worth more 
than a speculation. 


An awkward person. 
He is like a bull in a china shop. 


A person who endeavours to raise 
the price of shares on the Stock 
Exchange. 

The Bulls were quiet yesterday. 


To endeavour to raise the price of 
shares. 

Argentine Railways were bulled last 
week. 


The centre of the target. 
He scored seven bulls in eight shots. 


A person with a very loud voice. 
Have you heard him sing? He is a 
regular bull of Bashan. 


A young man. 

You must be lenient with him; he ts 
only a calf. 

The first love of a boy. 

Most boys wash their necks when they 
reach the age of calf love. 


To ruminate. 
Mr. Smith sat in his chair chewing the 
cud of his reflections. 
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CAT A 
a cat (Simile) 
to be catty 


“ thecat ” (o’ nine 
tails.) 


cat burglar 


cat and dog life 


wild cat schemes 


CHICKEN 
chicken-hearted 


** no chicken 


(a) As sleek as a cat. 


(b 


) 


She always seems to me to be as sleek as 
a cat. 

A disagreeable woman of any age. 

Mrs. Smith is a perfect cat. 


1o say mean things about a person. 
Her sister said she did not like Mrs. B., 
but she was only being catty. 


The instrument with which criminals 
are flogged. 

The Judge sentenced him to nine 
strokes of the cat. 


A burglar who enters a building at one 
of the upper stories. 

The police saw that the burglary had 
been committed by a cat burglar. 


Always quarrelling. 
The man and his wife lead a cat and 
dog life, and both are miserable. 


Stocks and shares of a v 
lative nature. 

Do no business with that firm: they 
deal largely in wild cat schemes. 


ery specu- 


Young female. 


She's no chicken. She's forty if she’s . 


a day! 


Lacking in courage, 
He is chicken-hearted and will do no 
good in the Colonies. 


Middle-aged. 
She's no chicken. She’s forty 4f she’s 
a day. 
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COCKEREL 

as game as a 

cockerel 
(Simile) 


to crow over 


COLT 
a colt 


COW 
*to make cow 
eyes 


till the cows come 
home 


CRAB 
* a crab 


* crabby 


*to crab a per- 
son’s game 


to walk crab-wise 


CROW : 
as the crow flies 


DAB 
* a dab 


Having plenty of courage. 
That boxer is as game as a cockerel, 
although he knows he's beaten. 


To rejoice. 


Whenever he wins he always crows over 
me. 


A youngster (male). 
He will do well when he ts older. He's 
only a colt now. 


To look at someone in a very senti- 
mental manner. 

I can't stand anyone making cow eyes 
at me. 


A long time to wait. 
If I say I'll wait for you, I'll wait till 
the cows come home. 


A disagreeable person. 
Don't like H. Never did. He's an 
old crab. 


Disagreeable, bad-tempered. 
I say, you're very crabby to-day. 
What have 1 done wrong ? 


To spoil a person's chances. 
They were doing well until the police 
crabbed their game. 


To walk sideways. 
He walked crab-wise across the room, 
listening at every step. 


Direct. 
Ii is thirteen miles from here to London 
as the crow flies. 


A clever person. 
He's a dab at photography. 
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DOG 
a dog 


(Simile) 


dog in the manger 


a gay dog 


** dirty dog 


* to put on dog 
(Americanism) 


(Adjective) 


to dog 


a dog’s life 


a puppy 


(a) A worthless person. 


He ts an ungrateful dog: I shall do 
nothing more for him. 

As faithful as a dog. 

My old servant never left me; he was 
as faithful as a dog. 


A person who selfishly keeps what is 
useless to himself to prevent some- 
body else from enjoying it. 

Let me have the skates. You don't 
know how to skate. Don't be a dog 
in the manger. 


A lively person. 
Young Brown is a very gay dog these 
days. 


A nasty fellow. 
Don't have anything to do with him, the 
dirty dog. 


To swagger. 
It is laughable to see that youngster 
putting on dog. 


Smart. 
I like your tie, it is very doggy. 


To follow closely. 
Wherever I went he dogged me. 


A very hard time. 
When I was working under him he gave. 
me a dog's life. 


An unpleasant young man. 
He was very rude to the old man, who 
told him he was an ignorant young 


Puppy. 
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DONKEY 
a donkey 


donkey work 


DOVE 
to dovetail 


dove 


DUCK 
to make a duck 


to duck 


EAGLE 
an eagle-eye 


FERRET 
to ferret 


FILLY 
** a filly 


FISH 
** a fish 


(a 


(b 


A foolish person. 

Why did you put your finger in the fire, 
you donkey ? 

Work needing no skill. 

B. is clever but lazy. He employs 
someone to do all his donkey-work 
for him. i 


To make things fit each other per- 
fectly. 

There was no loss of any kind because 
our plans dovetailed perfectly. 


As gentle as a dove. (Simile) 


To fail to score at cricket. 

My wife asked me how many runs I 
had made and laughed when I said 
I had made a duck. 


To immerse in water. 

We ducked the boy we didn’t like. 

To lower quickly the head. 

As he tried to catch me I ducked and he 
missed me. 


A very quick eye which sees every- 
thing. 

I trembled beneath his eagle eye. 

To discover : to bring to light. 

It is difficult for the criminal to hide in 


London: the police will ferret. him 
out sooner or later. 


. Agir. 
He has an eye for a filly. 


A person of small intelligence, 
You lent him (5? You poor fiski 
You'll never see tt again, 
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FISH—contd. 
to fish 


to cry stinking 
fish 


other fish to fry 
* fishy 


a fish out of water 


ELY 
* fly (Adjective) 


a fly in the oint- 
ment 


* there are no flies 
on him 


GOOSE 
a goose 


gooseflesh 


To seek compliments. 
That artist friend of yours is always 
fishing for compliments. 


To decry one's own people. 
Of course, he stands up for his brother. 
He's not the man to cry stinking fish. 


Other business to do. 

No; I can't come now. I’ve got other 
fish to fry. 

Suspicious. 

I don't like that. 


It sounds a bit fishy 
to me. 


A person in the wrong place. 

A square peg in a round hole. 

I don't like going to dances. I feel like 
@ fish out of water, 


Sharp. 

Few will get the better of that young man. 
He's very fly. 

A difficulty. 

It would be nice to go. The only fly in 
the ointment is lack of cash. 

He is very smart. 

He bought cheaply and sold at a good 
profit. There are no flies on him. 


(a) A silly person. 
Don't do that, you goose. 
it if you do. 
(b) As stupid as a goose. (Simile) 


You'll break 


A feeling induced by something un- - 
pleasant. 

7 don’t like listening to ghost stories. 
They give me gooseflesh (make me go 
all goosey). 
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GOOSE—contd. 
to cook his goose 


what’s sauce for 
the goose is 
sauce for the 


gander 
(Proverb) 


HORNET 
hornets’ nest 


HORSE 
a willing horse 


a dark horse 


HOUND 
a hound 


to hound 


to hunt with the 
hounds and run 
with the hare 


(Proverb) 


KITTEN 
* kittenish 


To spoil his chances. 

Of course when he did that he cooked his 
goose so far as promotion was con- 
cerned, 


What's fair for one is fair for the other. 

I pay for my tobacco and you must pay 
for your sweets. What's sauce for ihe 
goose is sauce for the gander, 


An unpleasant situation. Angry 
commentary. 

His injudicious remark brought a hor- 
net's nest about our ears. 


A willing worker. 
It's the willing horse that does all the 
work. 


A person likely to cause surprise. 
Watch Thomas in this tournament. 
He's a dark horse. 


A blackguard. , 
The man who committed that crime was 
an unmitigated hound. 


To pursue. 
If you do this I'll hound you out of 
England. 


To try to embrace opposing causes at 
one and the same time. 

You favour Oxford and yet you are 
wearing light blue: you can’t hunt 
with thehounds and run with the have! 


Frivolous. 


"Don't take her seriously. She's feeling 


kittenish, that's all. 


E 
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LARK 
* lark 


up with the lark 


LION 
a lion 


as bold as a lion 
(Simile) 


* to lionise 


lion-hearted 


MARE 
the old grey mare 


mare's nest 


MONKEY 
monkey 


Joke. 
All youngsters are fond of a lark. 


To rise very early. 

Youngsters ave not fond of getting up 
with the lark although they like get- 
ting up to a lark. 


An outstanding personality socially. 

Lady X. ts giving a dinner on the 8th. 
We are to meet another of her lions, I 
expect. 


Nelson was as bold as a Hon and his 
fearlessness gave him many victories. 


To make much of socially. 
On his return to England after his 


famous flight the aviator was lionised 
in London. 


Courageous. 
A. W. Carr ts a great skipperland has 


done much for his county by his lion- 
hearted play. 


A woman who dominates her husband. 
There can be no doubt that Mrs. B, is 
the old grey mare. 


An unfounded suspicion. 
We followed up the clue, but it proved 
to be a mare's nest. 


(a) A mischievous child. 


Come here, you young monkey. . What 
have you dons ? 


(b) As artful as a cartload of monkeys. 


(Simile) 


1 Skipper = captain of a team ora ship. 


ANIMALS, Insects, BiRDs, FisH I1 


MONKE Y—contd. 
a monkey 
(Sporting) 
**to get your 
monkey up 


* to monkey with 


MULE 
a mule 


mulish 


MUTTON 
*as dead as mut- 
ton 


Let’s get back to 
our muttons 


OYSTER 
* an oyster 


PIG 
a pig 


(Technical) 


£500. 
He put a monkey on Tracery in the 2.30. 


To get angry. 
Come! Come! Don’t get your mon- 
key up for nothing. 


To meddle with. 
That child is always monkeying with 
something. 


(a) A stubborn person. 

I tried to argue with him, but it was no 
good. He's a mule. 

(b) As stubborn as a mule. 


Stubborn. 
You must admit you're wrong sow. 
Don't be mulish. 


(Simile) 


Dead beyond all doubt. 

I thought the man who was run over 
was only injured, but he was as dead 
as mutton. 


Return to thesubject weare discussing. 


You are wandering from the point. f 
Let's get back to our muttons, 


A very silent person. 


You will get no word from him. He's 
a regular oyster. 
(a) A greedy person. 
That child is a pig. She has eaten all 


her sweet already. 
(b) An ill-mannered person. 
He is a pig. His manners at table are 
disgusting. 
(c) An oblong mass of rough cast-iron. 
Iron is sold im pigs to construction 
companies. 
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PIG—contd. 
pig in a poke 


PONY 
a pony (Trade) 


(Racing) 


RABBIT 
* a rabbit 


(Sporting) * 


RAT 
a rat 


** to rat 


SHARK 
* a shark 


SNAKE 
a snake in the 


grass 
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To buy something blindly. 

I want to see the tennis racquet before 1 
agree to the price. I don't intend to 
buy a pig in a poke. 


A small glass. 


Give me a pony for this gentleman's 
whisky. 


£25. 
He bet a pony on the Derby and lost. 


(a) A person of little spirit. 
That girl is a vabbit. She's afraid to 
say “ Boo” to a goose. 


(b) A beginner or a person of no ability. 
We won 6-0, 6-0, but the others wert 
dreadful rabbits. 


(c) As timid as a rabbit. (Simile) 


A person of cowardly criminal cha- 
racter. 


The thief arrested proved to be a typical 
rat. 


To play false. 
Of course I wowt do that. 


Do you 
think I'd rat on a pal? 


As cowardly as a rat. (Simile) 


A dishonest business man. 
His firm was ruined by sharks. 


A deceitful person. 
R. let me down. He proved to be a 
snake in the grass. 
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TOAD 
a toad 


a toady 


to toady to 


TURKEY 
* to talk turkey 
(Americanism) 


WHALE 
* a whale 
(Americanism) 


* to have a whale 
of a time 
(A mericanism) 


WOLF 


a wolf in sheep's 
clothing 


to wolf 


to keep the wolf 
from the door 


(a) A dirty child. 


Come in and wash yourself, you dirty 
little toad. 


A person of low character. 
I never trusted him, and always felt he 
was a poisonous toad. 


(c) As poisonous as a toad. (Simile) 


A sycophant. 


Anything you tell C. goes to A. C. is 
A.s toady. 


To seek favour. 
I hate to see a man toadying to another. 


To get down to business. 
I'm not here to waste time, so talk 
turkey or I'll go. 


A clever person. 
He is a whale at tennis. 


A very enjoyable time. 
We took our holidays in Cornwall and 
had a whale of a time, 


A hypocrite. 
He is not to be trusted. He ts a wolf 
in sheep's clothing. 


To eat too quickly. 


Don't wolf your food so. You will 
get indigestion. 


To live simply but satisfactorily. 
We are not well off, but we manage to 
keep the wolf from the door. 


belted earl 


below the belt 
(Boxing) 


to pull in one’s 
belt 


** give a belting 
*best bib and 
tucker 


to boot 


to wear the 
breeches 


SECTION II 
CLOTHES 


A noble earl. 


Many a servant dreams of marrying a 
belted earl. 


Unfairly. 


y 
Be careful how you deal with him; he 
hits below the belt. 


To go hungry. 
We are a long way from home and we 


have no money,so we must pullin our 
belts. 


To thrash. 
I saw one schoolboy give another a 
belting to-day. 


Best clothes reserved for Sunday wear. 
I must put on my best bib and tucker to 
go and see my fiancée. 


As well. 


I got a razor and three blades to boot 
for 2s. 6d. 1 
To kick, 
The right-back booted the ball far up the 
ld. 


To dismiss. 
I booted out the servani because she was 
impudent. 


To be the controlling force in the 
house. t 

Brown may say what he likes, but it is 
his wife who wears the breeches. 


* to buttonhole 


to cap anything 


to set her cap at 


to throw her cap 
over a windmill 


if the cap fits 


the cloth 


* best Sunday-go- 
to-meeting 
clothes 


a turn-coat 


to trail your coat 


the black coat 
brigade 
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To accost. 
Jones butionholed me on the train and 
made me buy a Sweepstake ticket. 


To improve upon. 
No matter how good a story might have 
been he was sure to cap it. 


To pay amorous attention to. 
I am sure that Martha has set her cap at 
Bill. 


To be guilty of indiscretion. 

Since he jilted her she has thrown her 
cap over a windmill and ts leading a 
very gay life now. 


If the charge is just, admit it. 
Do you mean that I am a liar? If the 
cap fits, wear tt. 


The clergy. 
We should show proper respect towards 
the cloth. 


Best clothes reserved for Sunday wear, 
You look very nice in your best Sunday- 
go-to-meeting clothes. 


A person who changes his opinions, 

My young daughter is a turn-coat, 
Last year she was Oxford. This 
year she is Cambridge, 


To look for trouble: to wish to fight. 
He is a bad-tempered fellow: he is 
always trailing his coat. 


Clerical workers. 
He comes to town om the 8.15 ey 


morning ; he is one of the black coat 
brigade, 
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to cut your coat 
according — to 
your cloth 


* to collar 


to dress 


to dress up 


dressed up to the 
nines 


dress optional 


evening dress 


fancy dress 


morning dress 


To live within your income. 

We all have to learn the difficult lesson 
of cutting our coat according to our 
cloth. 


(a) To seize hold of. 
As the burglar ran out of the house the 
policeman collared him. 
(6) To waylay. 


I am going to collar the Boss and ask 
him for a rise. 


(a) To put into line. 
In the army all tents have to be dressed 
with great care. 
(b) To serve food with sauce, 
I like my salad well dressed, 


(a) To (be) over dress(ed). 
They are rather inclined to dress up. 
(b) To wear fancy or theatrical costume. 
The actors all dress up for their parts. 


To be overdressed, 

They are sisters and are always dressed 

up to the nines. 

Evening dress is not obligatory. 

Admission to Dance by ticket only : 
dress optional. 


Formal dress for evening wear, 


Only those in evening dress will ba 
admitted to the Casino, 


Carnival dress. 


Prizes will be given for the best fancy 
dress. 


The usual everyday dress. 
The reception is quite informal, so 
please wear morning dress, 


to dress down 


*to give a good 
dressing down 


* window dress- 
ing 


hand and glove (or 
hand in glove) 


to handle with kid 
gloves 


* to talk through 
one's hat 


strait-laced 


to wash dirty 
linen in public 


to pocket 


to pocket one's 
pride 
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To reprimand. 
His work was bad and the boss dressed 
him down. 


To put a person in his place. 
He was very rude and so I gave him a 
good dressing down. 


Sham or pretence. 
They are too loving in public: I don't 


believe in it, I think its window 
dressing. 


To be intimately connected with 
someone. 


I don't trust those two, they are hand 
and glove together. 


To be careful in addressing someone. 


He is very pompous, and you should 
handle him with kid gloves. 


To talk nonsense. 
Many of our politicians ave paid £400 
a year for talking through their hats. 


Prudish. 
Our Victorian forebears were inclined 
to be strait-laced. 


To air private grievances in public. 

I don’t understand why some people 
go to law: it’s no use washing dirty 
linen in public. 


To put into one’s pocket. 
I gave him the money } he pocketed it 
and went away. 


To ask a favour which one would 
rather not ask. 

I don't like Rogers, but I must pocket 
my pride and ask him for a loan. 
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to dip into one’s 
pocket 


** to get shirty 


* to put your shirt 
on a horse 


another pair of 
shoes 


to step into 
another’s shoes 


where the shoe 
pinches 


to laugh up your 
sleeve 


to wear one's 
heart on one’s 
sleeve 


*to take your 
slipper to some- 
one 


To pay for. : 
The father of a family is always dipping 
into his pocket for something. 


To lose one’s temper. 
I pretended to steal his gaspers 
(cigarettes) and he got very shirty. 


To bet all one’s money on, 
I put my shirt on Tishy, and she was 
left standing at the post. 


A totally different matter. 
I believe in charity ; but if you ask me 


to lend you money, that’s another pair 
of shoes. 


To take another’s place. 

He has been here for a number of years 
and when the chief cashier retires 
will step into his shoes. 


Where a difficulty is felt. 
The Government have recently in- 


creased taxation, and that’s where the 
shoe pinches. 


To laugh secretly at somebody, 

Mrs. Brown always seems to be laugh- 
ing up her sleeve, and that's why she's 
unpopular. 


To show your intimate feelings, 

It doesn’t do, in this unsympathetic 
world, to wear one's heart on one's 
sleeve. 


To give someone a beating. 

He is very impudent in his manner, and 
I should dearly like to take my 
slipper to him. 


EE adim mtt c RN 


*pul up your 
socks 


**to give him 
socks 


** put a sock in it 


Lid 


a bluestocking 


a tailor's dummy 


(a) 


(0) 


CLOTHES 19 


Pay attention to what one is doing or 
saying. 

You're working very badly. You will 
have to pull up your socks if you are 
going to get on. 


To deal severely with somebody. 

The office boy was gone for an. hour on 
a half-hour errand, and when he came 
back the chief gave him socks. 


To stop making a noise. 

Here, I want io work! Put a sock in 
tt. 

To stop talking nonsense. 

75. 6d. for a seat at the pictures! Put 
a sock in it! 


A very erudite woman. 

My sister took her degree at Girton, 
since when we call her a blue- 
stocking. 


An overdressed young man. 


There is many a tailor’s dummy to be 
seen in modern dance halls, 


NOTES 


BLACK 


black (to go into) 


blackmail 


** to put the black 
on someone 


a blackguard 


black ingratitude 


black-hearted 


black-out 


(Theatrical) 


a black look 


SECTION III 


COLOURS 


Mourning. 
They went into black for thety father. 


The crime of extorting money by 
threats of disclosing some fact 
about the person threatened, 

They attempted to blackmail him about 
his past in South Africa, 


To blackmail [A mericanism), 


A. got fifteen years for putting the black 
on B. 


A scoundrel, a person of evil character, 
A man who beats his wife and starves 
his children is an arrant blackguard. 


The very worst ingratitude. 
Her action towards her husband showed 
black ingratitude. 


Evil. 
He is a black-hearted villain, 


To put out all stage lights quickly, 
Immediately after the murder there is 
a black-out ; when the lights come on 
again the stage is empty, 


A look of anger. A scowl. 


He gave me such a black look as I passed 
him. 


BLACK—conid. 
a black outlook 


* to black an eye 


BLUE 
once in a blue 
moon 


true blue 


* to feel blue 


*to have the 
blues 


the blues 


* to blue 


blue blood 
BROWN 


*to be done 
brown 


brown study 


[254 


Corouns ex 


An unfavourable prospect. 
Our capital is all gone and we have no 
credit. The outlook is very black. 


To punch a person hard in the eye. 
In the course of the fight, Smith blacked 
Johnson's eye for him. 


Rarely, or never. 
That only happens once ina blue moon. 


Loyal. 
I must say I think that lad 1s true blue. 


Miserable. 
All alone and feeling blue because 
there's no one to talk to. 


To be miserable. 
He has got the blues to-day. 


A type of slow fox-trot. 
A few years ago every one was dancing 
the blues. 


To squander. 
He went on holiday and blued all his 
money. 


Aristocratic origin. 
I have no blue blood in my veins. 


To be swindled. 
Don't go to that shop or you'll be done 
brown. 


Deep in thought. 
I left him in a brown study thinking 
over the question. 


MOS 


Lu ASG 
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BROWN—conid. 
to be brown 


GREEN 
* green 


to look green 


to be green with 
envy 


the — green-eyed 
monster 


the green 


GREY 
grey 


greys 


to go grey 


PINK 
* in the pink 1 


1 From hunting, 
called the pink, 


To be sunburnt. 
I say! Aren't you brown! Where 
have you been to? 


Easily duped. 
Someone should look after him. He ts 
green. He is a greenhorn. 


He is not so green as he's cabbage 
looking. 


To look sick, 


What's wrong with you? You are 
looking green. 


To be very envious. ' 
Her sister has been given a gold wrist- 
watch and she is green with envy. 


Jealousy. 


Many a woman is a victim of the green- 
eyed monster. 


The village green or public square, 
There will be dancing om the green 
to-night. 


Dull. 
It's a very grey day to-day. 


Grey flannel trousers, 


TU wear my greys for tennis to-day 
as the ground 1s rather slippery 


To become grey haired, 
Although still young he is going very 
grey. 


Very well in health. 
Lam inthe pink, and I hope you are too, 


The hunting jacket, although Scarlet, is 


PINK—contd. 
to pink (Fencing) 


(Technical) 
PURPLE 
purple with rage 


RED 
to see red 


* the Reds 


like a red rag to a 
bull 


to go red 
a red light 


WHITE 
* white 


* a white man 
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(a) To get home a blow (thrust) in fencing. 


After a few exchanges he succeeded in 
pinking his man. 


(6) To make a metallic sound. 


My car pinks badly on hills. 


Very angry indeed. 
When I asked him to pay me what he 
owed, he went purple with rage. 


To lose control of one’s temper. 
When I see a man ill-treating a child 
I see red. 


The Communists whose anthem is 
“The Red Flag.” 

The meeting was broken up by the 
Reds. . 


The cause of overpowering anger. 
Impudence in any form is to me like a 
ved vag to @ bull. 


To blush. 
When I mentioned it to him he went red. 


A danger signal. 
You should never attempt to pass the 
red light at a street crossing. 


Honest. 


He is white and you can trust him as 
yourself. 


A good fellow. 

Old Brown is a very white man. He 
was looking rather green the othey 
day} he has been feeling blue lately. 
When I saw him he was in a brown 
study. I hope he'll soon be is the 
pisk again. ‘ 
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WHITE—contd. 
whites 


white elephant 


*to look white 
about the gills 


a white 


YELLOW 
** to be yellow 
(Americanism) 


the yellow press 


White flannels. 


All members must wear whites on the 
court. 


An embarrassing gift. 
A motor cay would be a white elephant 


to him because he doesn’t drive and 
has no garage. 


To look ill. 
I don't think that chap is very well. 


He's looking rather white about the 
gills. 


A person of white skin, 


To be cowardly. 
Don't trust him, my lad. He is yellow 
(or He has got a yellow streak), 


The sensational newspapers, 


Yes. That is the sori of story that 
yellow press would like, ree 


NOTES 


SECTION IV 


FLOWERS, ETC. 


National Emblems : 


the rose England. 
the thistle Scotland. 
the shamrock Ireland. 
the leek 
the daffodil Wales. 
the wattle Australia. 
the maple leaf Canada. 
an ash A walking-stick. 


to hand a bouquet 
to 


* budding 
to nip in the bud 


the pick of the 


bunch (or the 
pick of the 
basket) 

the Bush 


I like a good strong ash when I go 
hiking. 


To compliment. 

The Secretary, in speaking of the 
retiring director, handed him a 
bouquet for his unfailing tact, energy, 
and initiative. 


Young or rising. 
He is considered to be a budding genius 
at maths. (mathematics), 


To put a stop to early. 
The Government got wind of the revolu- 
tion and were able to nip it in the bud. 


The best of all. 

I am fond of Keats’ poems, but 1 think 
his “Ode to a Nightingale " is the 
pick of the bunch. 


Wild territory in Australia. 
Many parts of the Australian Bush are 
inhabited by aboriginal tribes, 
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to beat about the 
bush 


* to bushwhack 


* daisy 
fertile 


the flower 


a grass widow 


to win laurels 


to gild the lily 


to nettle 


Not to come to the point. 
Say what you have got to say. I hate a 
man who beats about the bush. 


To attack someone from ambush. 


In the old days many a man was bush- 
whacked in Australia, 


Something very good. 

This motor bike is an absolute daisy. 
Rich or vivid, 

He has a fertile imagination. 


The best part of. 


The country lost the flower of its youth 
in the War. 


A lady whose husban 
absent from home, 


Mrs. Smith seems to enjoy being a grass 
widow. 


d is temporarily 


To win honour, A 
He won his laurels during the Varsity 


boat race of 1930, when he stroked 
Cambridge to victory, 


To be extravagantly ornate, 
Poor woman, she wears too man 


jewels because her husband will P 
the lily. 


To annoy. 


Tt seemed that my reply nettled him, for 
he left immediately afterwards. 


A door, 

When we say an undergraduate is 
“sporting his oak” we mean his 
door is closed as a sign to others that 
ha wishes to study. 


to sow wild oats 


the olive branch 


to win the palm 


to reap 


broken reed 


root and branch 


to go to the root 
of a matter 


rooted to the spot 


under the rose 
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To lead a gay life. 

It is better to sow your wild oats when 
you are young and to settle down 
before you reach middle age. 


Offer of peace. 

The Ruritanians are not prepared to 
hold out the olive branch to their 
enemies. 


To win a prize. 
The palm was won by a boy of fourteen 


whose paper contained no mistakes 
at all, 


To obtain the benefit. : 
He invested wisely and 1s now reaping 
a rich harvest of reward. 


An unreliable person. 


In the emergency his brother proved to 
be a broken reed. 


Entirely. 
He got rid of his enemies, root and 
branch. 


To trace the cause of, 

To have a full explanation of, 

I am not satisfied yet with the report, 
and I intend to get to the root of the 
matter before long. 


Unable to move because of emotion, 
I saw the accident and could do nothing. 
I was rooted to the spot. 


In secret. 


In Ireland, having no mistletoe, the 


girls are obliged to kiss undey the 
rose, 
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no rose without a 
thorn 


a bed of roses 


* rosy in the gar- 
den 


to sow seed 


to feel seedy 


stony 
stony or stony- 
broke 


stony-hearted 
a thorn in one’s 


flesh 


* up a tree 


to tree 


One must pay for one's enjoyment. 

Johnny was very sick after his straw- 
berries and éream } still, there is no 
rose without a thorn. 


Very comfortable. 


Life is not a bed of roses to the poor 
schoolteacher. 


All right. - 
Now my illness is finished everything 
in the garden is rosy once more, 


To implant an idea. 
His speeches are intended to sow the 
seed of discontent in the army ranks. 


To feel ill. 
She is feeling seedy to-day, 


Cold. 
He gave me a stony stare, 


Without money. 
I cannot lend you a penny, I'm stony. 


Cruel. 


The stony-hearted parent sent his son 
away hungry. 


A nuisance. 
That boy has been a thorn 


y in my flesh 
ever since he came to the 2A 


School. 
Embarrassed. 


When I put my question he didn’t 
answer me—he was very evidenily up 
a tree, 


To get someone in a difficult Position, 

Many a big game hunter has been treed 
by a wild animal (i.e. forced to climb 
& tree for safety). 


m 


to get to the top 
of the tree 


the family tree 


* to twig 


a branch 
(Commercial) 


to branch out 


a violet 


* wallflower 


* weedy 
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(6) 


To rise to the height of one’s pro- 
fession. 

He started in a modest position, but by 
industry rose to the top of the iree. 


Ancestry. 
Some people are ridiculously proud of 
their family tree. 


To understand. 
He thought he was being too clever for 
me, but I soon twigged his game. 


A subsidiary house. 
We have branches in all the big towns. 


To expand, 

He siarted as a newsvendor, but soon 
branched out into the tobacco and 
sweet trades. 


A shy, retiring girl. 
She is very nice but rather a modest 
violet. 


A person who does not dance. 

At my last dance there were too many 
wallflowers, which made hard work 
for me as M.CA 


A cigar. 

I like to smoke a quiet weed after my 
dinner on Sunday. 

A nasty, useless fellow. 

Young Tomkins doesn’t drink, or 
swear, or play games, or smoke} in 
fact he is an absolute weed. 


Sickly. 

Many weedy youths are bred in the East 
End (i.e. the crowded East End of 
London). 


1 M.C. = Master of Ceremonies, 
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willow Cricket bat. 
In the summer I like to wield the willow. 
King Willow Cricket. 
King Willow is the “ Prince " of games, 
wreathed in Smiling broadly. 
smiles 


As the couple walked down the aisle the 
bride's face was wreathed in smiles. 


NOTES 


APPLE 
the apple of one’s 
eye 


apple-pie bed 


i apple-pie order 


to get to the core 
-of something 


* to have the pip 


* to give someone 
the pip. 


FIG 
a fig 


GOOSEBERRY 
* a gooseberry 


SECTION Y 


FRUITS 


The most treasured possession. 
His daughter is the apple of his eye. 


A bed made up in such a way that the 
owner cannot get into it. 

When I was young my sisters often 
made me an apple-pie bed. 


In perfect order. 

She made hey presence felt and soon 
everything in the house was in apple- 
pie order. 


To investigate thoroughly. 

It took a long time to get io the cove of 
the affair, but eventually the culprit 
was discovered. 


To be miserable (fed-up). 

I feel rotten to-day. I’m not ill, but I’ve 
just got the pip, that's all. 
.B.— The “ pip ” is also a disease to 
which chickens are subject.) 


To annoy. 
Women drivers often give me the pip. 


A very small quantity. 
I don't care a fig for his opinion, 


“A fig for your wishes, sir! What 
do I care Í” 


A chaperone. 
I dislike nothing so much as playing 
gooseberry to an engaged couple, 
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GRAPE 
sour grapes 


JAM 


** jam 


** jammy 


JUICE 
juice 


LEMON 
** lemon 


** the answer’s a 
lemon. 


NUT 
* nut 


* a nut (knut) 


(a 


Symbolic of disappointment. 

You don't want to win the prize, ch! 
I think ils a case of sour grapes. 
You say you don't want to because 
you know you can't. 


Something for nothing. 

All that for 5s.! That's a bit of jam. 

You're gelting £5 per week. That's 
more than you're worth. What do 
you want, jam on it? 

That's money for jam! 


Lucky. 


I dont know anyone like him for 
getting out of trouble. — He's jammy. 


Petrol. 


I must get some juice for my bus, 
Electricity. 


Cheap lamps burn a lot of juice, 


The person deluded or tricked, 


When it comes to paying for the drinks 
poor old Smith is always the lemon, 


Expression used in 
sensical phrase. 
“Tt won't do,’ 

What! Try a thing like that on the 
boss? The answer is q lemon, 


teply to a non- 
; has come to mean 1 


Head. 
The door is very low: ming your nut, 


A very smart fellow (in appearance), 


Young Jones is a bit of a nut these 
days, with his new bowler and white 
Spats, 


NUT—contd. 
** nutty 
(Americanism) 


* nuts on 


* for nuts 


in a nutshell 


chestnut 


a chestnut 


PEACH 
* a peach 


peaches and 
cream 


** to peach on 


PLUM 
a plum 
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Crazy. 
When you make a suggestion like that 
I think you must be nutty. 


Very fond of. 
He's nuts on Greta Garbo. 


At all. 
You can't sing for nuts. 


In brief. 
This is the story in a nutshell. 


An old joke. 
Every Christmas Grandfather tells his 
chestnuts and we all have to laugh. 


A horse of chestnut colour. 
In the Row this morning I saw two 
ladies together both riding chestnuts 


Anything beautiful—especially a girl. 

I say! Look at that girl. Isn't she a 
peach? 

My sister has bought a peach of an 
evening gown. 


The fresh complexion of English girls. 

Nothing could be more delightful than 
the peaches and cream complexion of 
young English girls. 


To tell tales of another. 
No one could have suspected him if his 


friend hadn't peached on him to the 
headmaster. 


A good thing. 

He is very careful to keep all the plums 
for himself and the rest of us get 
what's left, if anything. 
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RIPE 
ripe 


ripe 


** ripe 


ROTTEN 
* rotten 


Ready. 
The nation was ripe for rebellion. 


Mature. 
He has reached a ripe old age. 


Over-ripe or rotten. Unsporting. 

He was shooting at cats with darts. I 
told him it was a bit ripe and asked 
him to stop. 


The joint we had to-day seemed to me to 
be somewhat ripe. 


Disgusting, evil. 
I had rotten luck to-day. 
would go right for me. 


X. was caught at last and hanged. He 
was a rotten scoundrel. 


- Nothing 


NOTES 


SECTION VI 


PARTS OF THE BODY 


BACK 
to turn the back 
on someone 


to back 


to back (Racing) 


to back out 


to back up 


to get your back 


SE 


BLOOD 
* a blood 


in cold blood 


To desert a person. » 
He said that his father had turned his 
back on him when he was quite a lad. 


(a) To vouch for; to assist financially. 
Smith is backed by the Party in this 
election. 
(b) The play was backed by an American 
millionaire. 
(c) To drive backwards. 
I have to back into my garage. 


To bet on. 
I backed.Ginger Nut for the 2.30. 


To break an agreement. 
He promised to play for us, but at tha 
last moment he backed out. 


To assist. 
I knew Brown couldn't throw the ball 
so far and so I backed him up. 


To become stubborn or irritated. 

When I saw he had got his back up, 1 
did not press the point as it would 
have been useless. 


(a) A sporting young man about town. 
Do you know him? He's a bit of a blood. 
(b) A badly written book of sensational 
fiction. 
The office boy fell asleep over his blood 
—he spends his time reading murder 
stories. 


Deliberately. 
He shot his enemy in cold blood. 
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BLOOD—conid. 
bad blood 


hot-blooded 


to blood 


BODY 
a body 


body (Technical) 


a nobody 


BONE 
a bone of conten- 
tion 


to make no bones 


to have a bone to 
pick 


** to bone 


to have a bone in 
the leg 


Anger. 
There is always bad blood between those 
families—they are deadly enemies. 


Quick temperament. 
The Latin races are hot-blooded. 


To put through a severe first test. 

The Colonel said he had blooded his 
men in the skirmish and they were 
now first-class troops. 


A person. 


Do you know Mrs. Smith? She's a 
very decent old body. 
A number, 


I saw a body of men marching along. 


Strength of alcoholic beverage. 

This is a good beer | it has plenty of 
body in it. 

A person of no importance, 

I don't understand why he gives him- 
self such airs ; he's a mere nobody, 


A cause of a quarrel, 

The division of the property was a bone 
of contention between the two brothers. 

Not to hesitate, 

1 tell you frankly I shall make no bones 
about doing what I think is best. 

To have a cause of complaint, 

Here I I’ve a bone to Pick with you about 
the way you Spoke to me yesterday. 

To steal. 

Someone has boned my fountain-pen. 

To be tired. 

I can't run as far 


as that now ; I've a 
bone in my leg. 


BOSOM 
bosom friends 


BREAST 
to breast 


to make a clean 
breast of a thing 


EYE 
to eye 


to give an eye to 


to have one's eye 
on 


to keep an eye on 


* to make eyes at 


* to see with half 
an eye 


to see eye to eye 
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(a) 


(b) 
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Very great friends. 
We are always together ? we are bosom 
friends. 


To surmount. 

I watched the swimmer breasting the 
waves, 

To touch with the breast. 

The winner breasted the tape a foot 
ahead of his rival. 


To confess fully. 

Don't try to lie your way out of it. 
You had better make a clean breast 
of the matter. 


To stare at. 
I did not like the way he eyed me. 


To attend to. 
Certainly I will give an eye to the job 
for you. 


To want ; to desire. 
I've had my eye on that cottage for 
some time now. 


To watch over. 
That youngster ts a bit of a handful. 
You will have to keep an eye on him. 


To look lovingly at. 
I saw you making eyes at a girl. 


To understand clearly. 
Anyone can see with half an eye that 
you're in love with her. 


To agree with. 
The brothers always quarrelled ; they 
never could see eye to eye. 
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EYE-—contá. 
in the twinkling of 
an eye 


* eye-wash 


*all my eye 


an eye for an eye 


* a blue-eyed boy 


FACE 
to face 


to put a bold face 
on it 


two-faced 


FINGER 
to finger 


Very rapidly. 
I p not see the accident. It was all 
over in the twinkling of an eye. 


Deceit, trickery. 
Don’t trust his nice, friendly manner ; 


that’s all eye-wash, and actually he 
hates you. 


Nonsense. 

Don't expect me to believe a yarn like 
that; that's all my eye. 

Revenge. 

What you want is not justice, but an 
eye for an eye. 

A favourite. 


Take care of young Rogers—he’s tha 
blue-eyed boy in this office, 


(a) To meet with courage, 
We admive him for the way in which 
he faces his difficulties. 
(b) To turn towards, To look on to, 
The window of my room faces the street, 


Sunflowers always endeavour to face 
the sun. 


To make the best of bad conditions, 
We are nearly bankrupt, but we must 
Put a bold face on it and try to over- 
come our difficulties by carrying on 
mess as usual. 
Dishonest, 
Don't trust him. He's two-faced. 


To touch with the hand, 
This book has been Jingered so often 
many of the pages are quite dirty, 


FINGER—contd. 
to have a finger in 
the pie 


*all my fingers 
are thumbs 


the finger of Fate 
to have a thing at 
one’s finger-tips 


FOOT 
* to foot it 


to foot the bill 


* to put your foot 
in it, or to drop 
a brick 


to put your best 
foot forward 


*to have a hand 
like a foot 
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To take active part in something, 
Jones will help with the concert. He 
always likes to have a finger in the pie. 


My hands are clumsy. 
4 can't tie up the parcel. All my 
fingers are thumbs to-day. 


Destiny. 

He went by that train although we 
begged him not to. It seems that the 
finger of Fate was here. 


To know a thing thoroughly, 

Oh, you can trust him to do it for you! 
He has the whole business at his 
Jinger-tips. 


To walk. 

It's five miles to Wykeham and the last 
train's gone. Come on, we'll have to 
foot it. 


To pay. 
He bought a number of expensive pre- 
sents and left his father to foot the bill. 


To make a bad mistake. 

Why did you ask Smith how his wife is 
when you know she’s left him? You 
are always pulling your fool in it. 


To make every effort. 

If you are going to finish that work in 
time you'll have to put your best foot 
forward. 


To be clumsy. 

You'll break it if you are not careful. 
There you are! You have a hand 
like a foot. 


40 ENGLISH ĪDIOMS FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS 


HAIR 
to split hairs 


to a hair 


hair on end 


not turn a hair 


hair of the dog 
that bit him 


*keep your hair 
on 


HAND 
hand 


* hand 


handy 


To dispute about things which do not 
matter. 

Why split hairs over the colour of the 
dress? The fact is you don't want 
me to buy a new dress at all | 


Exactly. 


Yes, I know him and could guess his 
weight to a hair. 


Result of fright. 


When I saw that awful railway 
accident my hair stood on end, 


To be quite calm and undisturbed, 
When the general veceived the news o 


his army's defeat he did not turn a 
hair. 


Remedy from the source which 
originally caused the ill, 

Jones had too much whisky last night, 
but this morning he was glad of a 
hair of the dog that bit him. 


Keep calm | 


All right! Keep your hair on! There's 
no need to shout at me, 


A number of Playing-cards 
to the game played. 


When I dealt I took Care to give mysel, 
& good hand. S EU 


, according 


Applause. 


He always ets a good hand when he 
appears in a London theatre, 


Convenient, 


A small car is very handy for people who 
live some little distance from tows. 
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HAND—contd. 3 
handy Clever with the hands. 

Brown is very handy about the house 
and does lots of little odd jobs, He 
ts a real handyman. 

in hand Under consideration, 

As the matter in hand was urgent we 
dealt with it at once, 

in hand Under control. 

She had her car well in hand when I 
saw her last. 

t hand Handy, close. 
S I haven't my book at hand, but I'll show 
it to you later. 
* an old hand An experienced person. 

From the way he went about his work 
it was easy to see that he was an old 
hand at the job. 

off-hand Lacking in respect. 

He was very off-hand with me 
to-day and I didn't like his tone 
at all. 

to lend (give or To help. S 
bear) a hand Lend me a hand to shift this piano, will 
you? 
to take a hand (a) To intervene. 

I judged that the affair had gone Jar 
enough and that it was time for me to 
take a hand. 

(b) To join in a game of cards. 
to take in hand To take control of someone or some- 
thing. 

When the Export Department began to 
fail Smith took it in hand and made 
a Success of it. 
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HEAD i 
a good head on his 
" shoulders 


to give someone 
his head 

a head on beer 

to have a head 

* thick-headed, 
wooden-headed 

* woolly-headed 


* pig-headed 


head-on 


to head off 


to head 


A steady, clear-thinking person. 
Young Brown will go far; he has a 
good head on his shoulders. 


To let a person go his own way. 
He will be quite all right if you give him 
his head, but he can't work under 
` restrictions. 


Froth. 


I like a glass of beer with a good head 
on it. 


To have a headache. 
He was out late last night and he’s got 
a head on him this morning, 


Stupid (a fat-head—a fool). 


The class seems a little wooden-headed 
this morning. 


Forgetful, 


I forgot to get the meat, I'm very sorry 
I'm so woolly-headed, 


Obstinate. 

You can't tell him anything : he’s much 
too pig-headed, 

Direct. 

The two cars collided head-on, 


To pass a person pursued and cause 
im to change direction. 
The thief made for the railway station 
but was headed off by the police. 


To lead, 


I'm very pleased with my small 


daughter. She headed her class thas 
term. 


HEAD—contd. 
head over heels 


* off his head 
heads or tails ? 


to lose your head 


HEART 
to take to heart 


to take heart 


to break one’s 
heart 


to have the heart 
in the right 
place 


after one's own 
heart 


* have a heart 
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Completely and thoughtlessly. 
He's fallen head over heels in love with" 
her. 


Mad. Out of temper. 
When I spoke to him he went clean off 
his head. 


When tossing a coin to decide a 
point. 
Heads I win ; tails I lose. 


To lose your presence of mind. 
When accused he lost his head com- 
pletely and behaved like a fool. 


To grieve over. 

The boy's father gave him a spanking 
and the youngster took his punish- 
ment to heart. 


To be encouraged. 

We may take heart from the recent fall 
in food prices. Evidently the cost 
of living is falling at last. 


To cause despair to another, 
The daughter's silence broke hey mother’s 
heart. 


To be kindly. 
I like him. I have always said he has 
his heart in the right place, 


According to one’s ideal. 
Clive was a man after my own heart, 


Show some pity. 

What! You want me to do all that 
BU pna Haveaheari! I'm 
tired. 
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HEART—conid. 

to put one’s heart 

^ and soul into a 
thing 


hearty 


wholehearted 


good at heart 


HEEL 
to come to heel 


down at heel 


to heel over 


heel of Achilles 


to take to one’s 
heels 


to show a clean 
pair of heels 


To put all one’s energy into a thing. 

He started the scheme for helping poor 
blind children and put all his heart 
and soul into it. 


Sincere. 


They gave the Premier a very hearty 
welcome. 


Enthusiastic. 


Their efforts are always wholehearted 


even though they are not always well 
directed. 


Kind withoutshowingit on the surface, 
He seems surly, but he is good at heart. 


To obey orders without question. 

They are rebellious because your 
Government is weak } be strong and 
they will soon come to heel, 


Poorly dressed, 


l saw Brown to-day. Poor chap ! 
He looks very down at hee]. 


To incline from the vertical. 

As the breeze struck it the yacht heeled 
over, 

The weak spot. 

Whisky was his heel of Achilles. A 
pity! He was a good chap. 

To run away. 


When the policeman turned the corner 
the thief took to his heels, 


To escape from Pursuit, 


We chased him Sor some distance, but ka 
Showed us a clean Pair of heels. 


HEEL—conia. 
to cool one’s heels 


+ well-heeled 


KNUCKLE 
to knuckle under 


LIP 
to smack one’s 


lips 
** to give lip 


to pay lip service 


NECK 
neck or nothing 


** to neck 


** to have a neck 
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To wait. 
He left me 1n the corridor cooling my 
heels for an hour or more. 


Carrying alcoholic refreshment in the 
pocket. R 

There were four of us all well-heeled, 
and we had a good party. 


To give way. 

I wanted a car. She protested s but 
in spite of her protests she was 
finally obliged to knuckle under. 


To show pleasure. 
I like to see a kiddy smacking tis Ups 
over an ice-cream. 


To be impudent. 
A boy gave me some lip the other day, 
so I gave him a piece of my mina, 


To pretend to be loyal. 

Those who pay lip service are greater 
enemies than those who openly speak 
against us. 


Every risk must be taken. 

We drove down the road at 70 m.p.h. 
to get him to the hospital. It was a 
case of neck or nothing with us. 


To eat. 
I say! He's necked the whole box of 
chocolates, and left none for his sister, 


To be impudent, 
Pay you 5s.1 Why? You've got a 
neck to suggest such a thing, 
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NEUK—conid. 
up to the neck 


** to get it in the 
neck 


NOSE 
under one’s nose 


to pay through 
the nose 


to put one’s nose 
out of joint 


to tum up the 
nose at 


* nosey 


*to poke your 
nose into some- 
one’s business 


SHOULDER 
shoulder 


1 To welsh 
* A backer 


As far as possible. 
There was a plot of some sort and he 
was in it up to the neck. 


To receive severe punishment. 
The bookmaker tried to welsh! the 


backers,? but they caught him and he 
got it in the neck. 


Quite close to one. 


Look! There it is, right under your 
nose. 


To pay very dearly. 
I had to pay through the nose for my 
holly this year. 


To upset one. 


H. got the job after all, and this rather 
put B.'s nose out of joint. 


To despise. 


I offered him £4 ber week, but he turned 
up his nose at it, saying he could-get 
£7 elsewhere. 


Inquisitive, 
Go away and mind your own bust- 
ness! Don't be so nosey ! 


To interfere, 


What has that got to do with you? 
You're always Poking your nose into 
my business, 


To push on one side, 
He shouldered his wi 


ay through the- 
crowd. M PDA 


= to evade paying a bet which you have lost. 
=a private person who bets on horses (generally). 


SHOULDER— 
contd. 

to give the cold 
shoulder to 
someone 


to shoulder 


TONGUE 
tongue 


to hold one’s 
tongue 


on the tip of one’s 
tongue 


with one’s tongue 
in one’s cheek 


TOOTH 
to have a sweet 
tooth 


toothsome 


in the teeth of a 
gale 
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To ignore. 
He went to speak to her, but she gave 
him the cold shoulder, 


To undertake. 
The willing often shoulder the burdens 
of the lazy. 


A language. à 
The English tongue is dificult to learn. 


To be silent. - 
Hold your tongue, my tad! PU deal 
with you later. 


On the point of being said. 
It was on the tip of my tongue to tell 
him he was a fool. 


To intend to convey one meaning 
while actually expressing another, 
Be careful in reading G. B. Shaw. He 
so often has his tongue in his cheek. 


To be fond of sweet things. 
My wife is fond of chocolates. She 
has a sweet tooth. 


Tasty. 
That was very toothsome. 


Against the fury of the storm. 
We struggled on in the teeth of a gale. 


NOTES 


SECTION VII 


SHAPES AND MEASURES 


BLOCK 
a block 


a blockhead 


to reblock a hat 

** to knock one’s 
block off 

a block (buildings) 

a chip of the old 


block 


BOTTOM 
to touch bottom 


bottom (billiards) 


An interference, 


There was a block in the traffic to-day 
which lasted an hour. 


A fool. 


He can’t understand plain English. 
He's a blockhead. 


To reshape it, 
When your hat is old and dirty take it 


to the hatters and have it cleaned and 
reblocked. 


To punch a person's head. 
He was truculent and so the policeman 
knocked his block off for him, 


Large building. 
His officessinihat blockonthethird floor, 


A son who is like his father, 
iio James is a real chip of the ola 
ck. 


To sink as low as possible. 

You say he is sinking? You are 
wrong. He touched bottom months 
ago. now no one more degraded. 

Spin imparted by striking the bottom 
of the ball. 

To make a wide angle to the right you 
must put on plenty of right-hand 
bottom. y 


CIRCLE 
to go all round the 
circle 


to circle 


CROOKED 
crooked 


CROSS 

to cut material on 
the cross 

a cross in life 

to cross 


crossed in love 


* to doublecross 


@ cross 


cross-eyed 
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To go the least direct way, 

Say what you have to say plainly. 
Don't go all round the circle-to get 
there. 


To wheel continuously. 
A number of planes were circling over- 


Dishonest. 
Many of our financiers are, unfor- 
tunately, crooked. 


To cut diagonally. 
To make the most of this dress-length 
you will have to cut it on the cross. 


A burden. 
She dislikes homework, and the doing 
of it ts her cross in life. 


To put difficulties in a person’s way. 
He crossed me in everything I wanted 
to do. 


Disappointed in love 
Poor fellow! He's been crossed in 
love three times. 


To cheat, to inform against. 

The thieves had been partners, but each 
tried to doublecross the other and so 
both were caught. 


A mixing of breeds or species. 
This dog is a cross between an Irish 
terrier and an Airedale. 


Having a cast in the eyes. 
She's so cross-eyed she can almost look 
both ways at once. 
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CROSS—conid. 
to cross out 


criss-cross 


to cross (Boxing) 


FLAT 
flat 


to fall flat 


the flat (Racing) 


* to flatten some- 
one 


LEVEL 
* on the level 


LINE 
to toe the line 


the line 


(2) 


To cancel. 


Cross out that last sentence and put this 
instead : 


Diagonally patterned. 


A trellis is formed of pieces of wood 
crisscrossed. 


To punch across, 


A. tried a feint with his left, but B. 


Crossed him with a right to the jaw. 
To cross breeds, 


By crossing breeds many fine varieties 
of dogs have been produced. 


Stale (of aerated beverages), 
This beer is flat. 

To fail. 

His jokes fell very flat, 


The racecourse, without 
horses, 


G. Richards is the c 
ihe flat, 


jumps, for 


hampion jockey on 


To put someone in his place. 


He was inclined to be cheeky, but I soon 
fattened him, 


Honest, 


You may be quite sure that the business 
tS quite on the level, 


To do as you are told, 
E master soon made his class toe the 
ane, 


The railway, 


here's fog on the line th: 


4s morning, 
and we sis 


be late for the office. 


LINE—conid. 
the line (Nautical) 


to come into line 


to line up 


to line 


to drop a line to 


to draw the line 
somewhere 


to underline 


* to get a line on 


hold the line 
(telephone) 


the line is bad 
(telephone) 
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The Equator. 
Sailors initiate novices crossing the line 
with humorous ceremonial. 


To agree. 

It is hoped that the small remaining 
minority will soon be convinced and 
come into line with the overwhelming 


majority. 


To stand in a queue. 

At xo o'clock on the night before, people 
began to line up for the first night of 
“Cairo” at His Majesty's Theatre. 


To put lining in clothes. 
This coat is lined with silk. 


To write to. 
I must drop a line to my uncle to thank 


him for having us. 


To insist upon à certain limit. 

I will not allow him to come here. I 
have said so before, and I mean it. 
One must draw the line somewhere. 


To stress. A y d 
His tones underlined his meaning so that 


no one could mistake what he meant. 


To get a clue to. 
You must investigate this development. 


You may quite easily get a line of 
the man you want. 


Wait with the receiver to your ear. 


The voice is not clear because of 
interference or noise. 
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LINE—-contd. | 
give mea line 
(telephone) 


line busy 
(telephone) 
aline (Commercial) 


LONG 
long-winded 


long in the tooth 


to be long 


long-headed 


*not by a long 
chalk 


LOPSIDED 
lopsided 


MIDDLE 
* middle 


middleman 


To ask a private exchange to connect 
you to a public exchange. 


Your number 1s engaged. 


A type or class of goods or business. 
These 2s. 6d. socks are a very popular 
line. 


Verbose, fond of hearing oneself talk. 
The preacher was very long-winded, 
even for a preacher. 


Getting old. 


Poor old chap! Hes getting long in 
the tooth. He must be nearly seventy, 


I suppose, 
To be slow. 
Where have you been ? You have bees 

long. 

Farsighted, 
Yes, he's clever—very long-headed too. 


By no means. 
Did he pay? No, not by a long chalk, 


Out of shape. 


That won't do, it is all lopsided. I4 
should be a perfect Square, 


Stomach, 
She has got a nasty bain in her middle, 


A man who buys from t 
wholesaler and sells to the retailer, 
The price of the goods ts high because 


they pass through the hands of so 
many indent y 


he producer or 


POINT 
to come to the 


point 


to make a point of 


to make a point 


to give point to an 
argument 


a point 


not to put too fine 
a point on it 


ROUND 
* an all-rounder 


* to round on 


a round (Golf) 
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To speak directly about the matter 
being discussed. 

As I was in a hurry I asked him to 
come to the point at once. 


To take care to. 
I always make a point of remembering 
my wife's birthday. 


To convince another in argument. 

He spoke very eloquently and it was 
clear from the faces of the jury that 
he kad made his point. 


To add weight to. 
His clever illustrations certainly gave 
point to his arguments. 


A purpose. 
I couldn't see the point of letting him 
have his own way. 


To speak bluntly. 
I don't trust him. Not to put too fine 
a point on it, he is a liar and a cheat, 


as I know by experience. 


A person good at many things. 
He is the best in the team—in fact he ts 
an all-rounder. 


To turn against. 
When 1 tried to stop the husband from 
fighting his wife they both rounded 


on me. 


A ie. 
Washed a good round this afternoon 


and finished all square on the 
nineteenth. 
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SHORT 
to be short 


SQUARE 
all-square 


square 


* to square 


to square up to 


* on the square 


a square peg in a 
round hole 


STAR 
8 star 


to star 


(a) To be of small stature. 
(5) 


(c 


(b 


She is very short—not quite five feet. 

To lack money. 

Can you lend me a shilling? I’m very 
short to-day. 

To be brusque or curt. 

He was very short with me to-day. 


Equal. 


I owe you a shilling and you owe me for 
the cigarettes, so now we are all- 
square. 


Honest. 

He is always square and will give you 
@ square deal. 

To bribe. 


The motorist tried to square the constable. 

To correct a misunderstanding, 

G. could not understand, but A.s ex- 
planation soon squared the matter. 


To put up one's fists to fight, 


I saw a small boy Squaring up to a big 
bully. 


Above board. Honest. 

You need have no fear ; the business js 
all on the square, 

A person out of his element, 


A navvy trying to be a chef would be a 
` Square peg in a round hole. 


me principal performer in a play or 
m 


Yesterday 1 met Charlie Chaplin the 
well-known star. 

To play the chief róle, 

Matheson Lang starred jn « The 
Wandering Jew.” 


STAR—contd. 
* my stars | 


to thank one’s 
stars (lucky 
stars) 


to see stars 
ill-starred 


STRAIGHT 
straight 


straight-laced 
the straight 


a straight play 
a straight (poker 
term) | 


*to tell a person 
Straight 
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Good Heavens ! 
My stars! You do look a sight. 


To be glad. 
I thank my lucky stars I have enough 
money left to get home. 


To be dazed by a blow. 
He banged his head against the door in 
the dark and saw stars. 


Unlucky. 
No men care to sail in the ship. She 


is thought to be ill-starred. 


Honest (on the straight). r 
You can deal safely with them. They 
are perfectly straight. 


Prudish. 
They don't play games on Sundays, in 
fact they are rather straight-laced in 


many ways. 


The final run to the winning-post on a 


racecourse. 
Teckla took the lead on the straight and 


won by a short-head from Bomba II. 
A serious play of everyday life. 
I like Godfrey Tearle best in straight 
plays. 
A run of cards in numerical order of 


value. 
A straight is worth more than two pairs. 


To speak very frankly. 
] told him straight 1 wouldn't have any 


nonsense. 
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TOP 
* old top 


to top 


to top (Golf) 


to top (tennis) 


to top 


* topping or top- 
hole 


TRIANGLE 
the eternal tri- 
angle 
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Old fellow. 
I say, old top! Do you like these ? 


To head. 
John topped his class this term. 


To mishit by striking the top of the 
ball. 
He topped his drive badly, 


To hit on and over the ball by turn- 
ing the wrist at the moment of 
impact, so depressing rapidly the 
flight of the ball. 

He drives splendidly and tops every- 
thing. 


To pass. 
Yesterday I saw Newman top the 
thousand in 


his billiards match 

against Smith, 

Splendid. 

I say! Kidneys for breakfasi! How 
topping | 

You do look top-hole in that dress, 


Two men and one wo} 
women and one man, 


Their marriage was a failure, Another 
case of the eternal triangle, 


man or two 


*in a second or 
half a second 


at any moment 


* half a minute 


* half a “mo” 


** clock or dial 


clock watcher 


* on the dot 


à bad quarter of 
an hour 


* don't be half an 
hour 


SECTION VIII 


TIME 


Very soon. 
Wait there, I'll be back in half a second. 


Immediately. 
He said he would come to-day, and I 
expect him at any moment. 


Wait a little time. 

Johnson ? Half a mo! Yes, the 
name is familiar to me. 

I won't keep you waiting more than 
half a minute. 


Face. 
He sat there with a grin all over his 


dial (clock). 


An inattentive worker. 
He's always slow because he’s @ clock 


watcher. 


Promptly. 
When I buy goods I always pay on the 


dot. 
I said I would be there at seven and I 


got there on the dot. 


An uncomfortable time. 

When I went to see her father he gave 
me @ bad quarter of an hour asking 
me about my position ‘and prospects. 


Don’t be long about it. 
Go and put on your hat and don’t bs 


half an hour about it. 
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earth]: At a most inconvenient time; either 
E. = (o x late at night or early in the morn- 


ing. 

If wears to catch the 7.15 a.m. we shall 
have to have breakfast at an un- 
earthly hour. 


d h all hours Between midnight and dawn. 
Bs ey morning I was at a dance last night and didn't 


get home until the small hours of the 
morning. 


up at all hours Out of bed late at night. 


I sat up to all hours trying to finish my 
work, 


* like one o’clock (a) Very rapidly. 


When he saw the policeman he ran 
down the street like one o'clock. 
(b) Very willingly, 
Will I come to the theatre? Like 
one o'clock. 


* in a jiffy (See “ half a mo.”) 
All right, I'll be down in a jiffy. 


high time There must be no more delay. 
What! You have not learnt g 
graphy? Well, well, it's high ti 


't0- 
"me 
you did. 
a good time (a) Rather long. 


t took me a good time to get here. 
(b) An enjoyable time, 


We went to the theatre and had k good 


time together. 
about time (see There must be no more delay. 
“ high time ”) It's about time 


You knew how to behave 
yourself. 


bad time 


to mark time 


serve time 


*a wet week-end 


* till Doomsday 


* a month of Sun- 
days 


* donkey's years 


(2) 
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(a) An uncomfortable time. 


The dentist gave me a bad time this 
morning. 

An inopportune moment. = 

This is a bad time to think about open- 
ing new businesses. 


To remain stationary. (Neither to 
go forward nor to go backward.) 
The Directors suggest that we should 
mark time for the present until the 

market appears more stable. 


To do military or naval service, 
apprenticeship, or penal servitude. 
The soldier has only two more years’ 


time to serve. 
This sailor has served much time in 


oreign service. 
When he had served his time he got a 


good job. T - . 
The prisoner will serve his time 1n 


Portland Gaol. 


Miserable. TM. 

He didn't get a prize in the Sweep- 
stake, and now he's going about with 
a face like a wet week-end. 


A long time. i 
Goon! Lf you wait for me you'll watt 


till Doomsday. 


(See “ till Doomsday.") 
It will take me a month of Sundays to 


do tt. 


(See “ till Doomsday.") 
Hello! I haven't seen you for dow- 
key's years. 


BRING 
to bring about 


to bring down 


to bring forward 


to bring in 


SECTION IX 


VERBS 


(a) To achieve, 
This action brought about the desired 
effect, 
(b) To cause. 


His words brought about the foreign 
agreement. 


(2) To decrease. 
Small incomes have brought down the 
birth rate, 
(b) To cause to fall, 
The wind brought down a number of 
trees, 
(c) To cause enthusiasm, 
His speech brought down the house. 


(a) To propose for discussion. 


The matter was ought forward at the 
meeting by the Gener Secretary. 
(b) To advance in date, ` 


The meeting was originally fixed for the 


14th, but has been brought forward to 
the 7th. 


(2) To initiate, 
his custom was brought in to prevent 
certain abuses, 
(b) To popularise. 
It is hoped to bring in the new style of 
dress this winter, 
(c) To introduce a Bill in Parliament. 


The Anti-Dumping Bill was brought in 
last week. 


BRING—to bring 
in—contd. 


to bring off 


to bring on 


to bring out 
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(d) To earn. 
His writing brings im but a small 
income. 
(e) To include. : 
The League hopes shortly to bring in 
Ruritania. 


(a) To effect. 
The champion jockey brought off a 
brilliant victory. 
(b) To carry away. 
He returned to the island and brought 
off as many as his boat would carry. 
c) To succeed. 
He attempted the almost impossible and 
brought it off. 


(a) To cause. 

The cold weather brought on many 
attacks of ‘fin. 

To cause to make progress. 


(b 
His trainer brought on the horse tm fine 


style. 
(c) To produce a play. 
Mr. Blank is bringing on his show at 
* His Majesty's.” 


(a) To cause to grow. 
The April showers bring out May 
flowers. 
(b) To show in relief. 
The figure is well brought out against 
the dark background. 
(c) To introduce into Society. 
She brought out her eldest daughter this 
Season. 
(a) To carry forth. 
4 Bring out your dead 1” 
(e) To produce from inside something. 
He put his hand into his pocket and 
brought out his pipe. 
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BRING—contd. 
to bring over 


to bring round 


CALL 
to call at 


(a) 


(2) 


To import. . 

These hats are brought over from 
Austria. 

To convince. 

You cannot bring me over by such an 
argument. 


To revive. 

The doctor soon brought her round. 

To persuade. 

With some difficulty I brought him 
round to my way of thinking, 

To deliver. 


The goods were brought round early this 
morning. 


To revive. 


If you faint I will bring you to with 
smelling-salis. 


To educate or rear. 
The children are well brought up. 
To raise a point or question. 
The matter was brought up in committee, 
To carry up. 
Bring up my breakfast at 8 o'clock. 
© vomit. 
lf you eat any more cream you will 
bring it wp. 
To stop or arrest. 
The policeman took him up quickly 


and next morning he was brought up 
before the magistrate, 


To pay a visit. 

1 called at Brown's last 

To put into port. 

This ship calls at Gibraltar, Port Said, 
Aden, and Bombay, 

To stop at. 


This trainnot calling at Brompton Road, 


night. 
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CALL—contd. 
to call for (a) To go to find. 

She called for her friend in the after- 

noon. : 
(b) To require. 

The situation calls for considerable tact. 

(c) To demand. 
The audience called for the author. 


to call forth To bring out. 
Adversity calls forth the best qualities in 


man. 


to call on (a) To pay a visit. 
I shall call on you this day week. 


(b) To draw on. 
1 had to call on all my strength to stand 
the strain. 
(c) To borrow from. 
Can I call on you for £5? 


to call over a) To summon. 
2 I saw him standing there and called 


him over. 


7 b) To read out a list. 
(Racine | The Derby was called over last night, 


(c) To admonish. 
He was called over the coals for his 


conduct. 


to call To summon to the Army. 
WA (a) He was called up in August "14. 


(b) To telephone. 
Call up the butcher and order some 


meat. 


(c) To recall. 
How this calls up my past 1 


AREE To win a motion 
Carry o m b 
g The motion was carried unanimously. 
(b) To travel far (of a voice). 
| His voice carries extremely well, 


ENGLISH 
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CARRY—conid. 
to carry off 


to carry on 


to carry out 


to carry a thing 
too far 


to carry coals to 
Newcastle 


to carry weight 


COME 
to come by 
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(a) 
(9) 
(a) 


(0) 


(2) 
(6) 


To win. 

She is a good student and will carry off 
the prize. 

To seize. 

The raiders carried off all the cattle. 


To continue. 

When his father died he carried on the 
business. 

To misbehave. 

I do not like the way she carries on. 

To resume what was being done before 
an interruption. 

The officer said, “ Carry on, men 1”? 


To execute, 
He carried out the 
To take away. 


The servants carried out the drunken 
man, 


To put into practice, 
He carried out my suggestions at once. 


plan in every detail. 


To go beyond reason. 
They carried the thing too fay and it 
became a tragedy. 


To do something which is unneces- 


To give a tip to a millionaire is like 
carrying coals to Newcastle. 


To be important. 


You may trust yourself in his hands, 


Jor he carries a good deal of weight 
with the committee, 


To pass. 

1 will wait here until he comes by. 
To obtain possession, 

How did you come by that watch? 


COME—contd. 


to come down 


to come in 


to come on 


to come out 
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(a) To become lower in price. 
These goods have come down recently. 
(b) To leave University. 3 
He is coming down from Oxford at 
Easter. 
(c) To fall socially. 
They were once a great family, but they 
have come down. 
(d) To visit (in the country). 
My a is coming down for the week- 
ei 


(a) To begin, 
Summer is supposed to come in during 
May. 
(b) To become popular. 
This style is certain lo come in this year, 
(c) To enter. 
I asked her to come in. 


(a) To start. 
The rain has just come on. 
(b) To make progress. 
You have come on well with your tennis. 
(c) To appear on the stage. 
Next the comedians came on. 
To exhort. 
Come on, let's have a game of billiards. 


(a) To leave a building or place. 
I will wait for you to come out. 
(b) To emigrate. 
He wants me to come out to America. 
c) To show oneself as. 
He came out as a brilliant general. 
(d) To become apparent. 
It took three days for the rash to come 
out. 
oiTa nd M 
If this is left in the sun the colour wih 
come out. 
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COME—to come 


out—contd. 


to come round 


to come to grief 


to come to light 


to come to pass 


CUT 
to be cut up 


(f) 
(g) 
(h) 


(b) 


To blossom. 
I think the roses will come cut next week. 
To be published. 


This paper comes out every Friday. 
To cost. 


How much does all this come out a? 
To be displaced. 

The stopping of my tooth has come out. 
To be introduced into Society. 

Her daughter comes out next month, 


To visit. 

I'll come round to-night. 

To regain consciousness, 

lf you give her some Smelling-salts 
she'll soon come round. 

To change opinion, 

After some discussion he came round to . 
my way of thinking, 

To gather round. 

When the fruit was produced they all 
came round him to admire it, 


To have an accident. 


She was driving wildly and she came 
to grief. 

To fail. 

He was trying to do his work, but he 
came to grief. 


To be discovered, 
On investigation some 


1 Curious facts 
came to light. 


To happen. 


It came to pass that there was great 
Sorrow in the land because of the 
income tax! (Jocular) 


To be defeated in battle. 


he Ruritanians were badly cut up at 
the battle of X. 
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CUT—*to be cut |(b) To be grieved. 


up—conid. I spoke to him yesterday, poor fellow ! 
His wife's dead and he's very cut 


up about it. 


* to cut dead To snub by refusing to notice. 
I took off my hat to her, but she cut me 
dead. 


to cut down (a) To fell. 
I cut down three trees last week. 


(b) To decrease. 
We must all cut down our expenses. 
. (c) To re-make. 
Father's trousers cut down for Willy. 
* |(d) To run. 3 
Cut down the road and see if the 
policeman is there. 


* to cut fine To leave little margin. 
He never misses his train in the morn- 
ing, but he always cuts it fine. 


to cut in (a) To interrupt. 

While I was speaking he kept cutting in. 

(Technical) | (b) To overtake unfairly in traffic. 

Many motor cyclists add to the dangers 
of the traffic by cutting in. 

* |(c) To enter quickly. 

Cut in and get your hat! 


a) To stop. 
cect ce ( ) AsI didn't pay the bill the gas was cutoff. 
To kill. 
The Great War cut off many youths in 
their prime. 
(c) To disinherit. 
I cut him off with a shilling. 
* |(d) To run away. 
The prefect told the small boy to cut off. 
To sever completely. 
He dropped the axe on his foot and cut 
off his big toe. 


Ss 
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CUT—contd. 
to cut out 
(Technical) 
* 
* 
to cut short 
DRAW 
to draw on 
s 
to draw out 


(a) To eliminate. 
I cannot tune in Paris and cui out 
Daveniry without dificulty. 
(8) To rival. 
He's cutting me out with my best 
girl. 
(c) To go out. 
I told him to cut out and buy some 
tea. 
(2) To cut a design. 


She gave me some patterns to cut out 
Sor her. f 


To stop. 


He made a suggestion, but I cut him 
short, 


(a) To put on. 
Slowly she drew on hey gloves. 
(b) To take from. 


As I require money Quickly I must 
draw on my reserve, 
(c) To lead on. 


He's shy, but the maiden draws him 
on 


(d) To borrow from. 
I drew on Smith 
expenses. 
(c) To approach. 
It grew colder as night drew on, 


Jor my immediate 


(2) To make long. 
He drew out his Sermon until the con- 
&regation slept, 


(t) To make someone Speak without 
reserve, 


He was reticent a first, but her kindness 
drew him out. 


(c) To take out from inside something, 
He puts his hand in his coat and draws 
out his cheque book. 


DRAW —contd. 


to draw up 


to draw a cheque 


DROP 


to drop in 


to drop into 


ty drop off 


to fall away 


(2) 
(6) 
(c) 


(b) 
(o) 


(a) 


(b) 
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To pull up or stop. 

The motorist soon drew up. 

To formulate. 

My lawyer will draw up the agreement. 
To stand erect. 

He drew himself up proudly. 


To make out a cheque payable to 
somebody. 

When my baker presented his bill I drew 
him a cheque for the whole amount. 


To pay a short visit. 

I was passing and I thought I would 
drop in and see you. 

To become accustomed to. 

You will soon drop into our way of 
doing things. 


To decrease. 
The attendance at this class never drops 


off. 
To fall. 
When the leaves are dead they drop off. 
To 
iem me alone, I want to drop off to 


sleep. 


To retire. 
One of the runners soon dropped out. 


To be defeated. 
The French Cabinet fell last night on 
the question of the Budget. 


To become careless. 

You used to work well, but now you are 
falling away. 

To diminish. 

When the rain stopped the floods soon 
began to fall away. 
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FALL—contd. 
* to fall flat 


* to fall for 


to fall in 


to fall in with 


to fall off 
to fall out 


to fall out with 


to fall through 


to fall to 
pd 


A 


Le 


(a) To fail. 
This play will fall flat. 
b) To drop to the ground. 


As the firing began I fell flat to avoid. 
the bullets. 


a) To be attracted to. 


He always falls for a preity face. 
b) To be tempted by. 


Eve fell for the serpent. 


4) To form ranks (M ilitary). 
At two o'clock the men fell in. 
b) To fall to pieces, 
After the fire the roof fell in. 


a) To meet. 
As I was going to church I fell in with 
the Vicar. 
(b) To agree with. 
l am sure he will 


ME fall in with my 
opinion. 


To decrease (see “ to drop off”), 


(a) To break ranks (Military), 


At half-past two thé squad fell out. 
(b) To quarrel, 


If you leave them alone Sor a minute 
they fall out. 


To quarrel. 
1 don't like to fall out with my friends. 


To remain incomplete, 


Through lack of funds the scheme fell 
through. 


(2) To commence. 


| As soon as the work was distributed 
each man fell to, 


FALL—to fall to 
—contd. 


to fall upon 


GET 
to get 


to get about 


to get along 
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(b) To commence to eat. 
He fell to ravenously. 
(c) To become a duty. 
It fell to me to tell him. 


To attack. 
The Turks surprised their enemies and 
fell upon them as they slept. 


(a) To buy. 
I am going to get a packet of cigarettes. 
(b) To fetch. 
Go and get your hat. 
(c) To cause (followed by a participle). 
Get this printed for me. 
(d) To obtain. 
A good teacher gets good results, 
(e) To become. 
It’s getting late. 
(f) To receive. 
He's getting a wigging from his father. 
(g) To arrive. 
I expect he will get here to-morrow. 


(h) To understand. 
I don’t get your meaning. 


(a) (x) To move. (2) To walk. (3) To 
_ travel. 
(x) He gets about quickly. 
(2) He was ill last week, but he's getting 
about now. 
(3) He gets about a great deal. 
(b) To be rumoured. 
It's getting about that he's to be married 
soon. 
(c) To set about doing something. 
I like to see a man get about his work 
without fuss. 


(a) To agree. 
They get along well together, 


To go. 
Well, it’s time for me to get along. 
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GET—contd. 
to get at 


to get down 


to get in 


(a) 


(6) 


() 


(a) 
() 
(2) 
(a) 


(e) 


To obtain access to. 

I have left my keys at home and can’t 
get at my books. 

To bribe. 

Don't trust him, he’s been got at, 

To insinuate. 

What are you getting at ? 

To laugh at. 


Who do you think you're getting at ? 


To take down. 

Go to the cupboard and get down the 
jam. 

To write to dictation, 

Get down these notes quickly, 

To descend. 


He climbed wp the tree and couldn't 
get down. 


To be unhappy or unfit, 

I soon get down in this bad weather, 

To annoy. 

I don't like him: he gets me down 
every time. 

To swallow. 

Come on, here’s your medicine, get it 
down. 


To enter. 

When they saw me wave they got in anà 
staried to drive off. 

To obtain a supply. 

Most shopkeepers are getting in their 
Christmas goods. 

To be a successful candidate. 


It ts thought that the Socialists will get 
in at Puddlecoombe, 
To deliver a punch, 


As he ducked 1 got in a good upper- 
cut, 


To return home, 
At what time did you get in? 


GET—contd. 


to get off 
* 
** 
to get on 
to get over 
$ 


* to get round 
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(a) To depart. 
He got off in good time this morning. 
(b) To leave a vehicle. 
He entered the train at Oxford Circus 
and got off at Piccadilly. 
(c) To send away. 
Get this off by the first post. 
(d) To make acquaintance with. 
He got off with a nice girl. 
(e) To put someone in his place. 
I told him where he got off. 


(a) To make progress. 
You're getting om nicely with your 
English. 
(b) To recover from an illness. 
She was very ill, but she's. getting on 
nicely now, thank you. 
(c) To enter a vehicle. 
The fare is 2d. from Oxford Circus. 
Where did you get on? 
(d) To annoy. 
I don't like Smith, he gets on my 
nerves. 


(a) To surmount. 
Here is « difficulty for you to get 
over. 
(b) To make a good impression. 
I don't think that song will get 
over. 
(c) To move to one side. 
He was standing in the way, so I told 
him to get over. 


a) To persuade. 
That child has winning ways} she 
knows how to get round her father. 
(b) To be rumoured, , 
Please don’t speak of this, I don't want 
it to get round. à 
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GET—conid. 
4) To finish. 
to ect through (e I will be with you as soon as 1 get 
through this work. 
(b) To spend foolishly. 
It is disgraceful the way he gets through 
his money. 
(c) To pass an examination, 
I am working very hard and I expect to 
get through. 


to get up (a) To rise. 


I shall get up at 7 o'clock to-morrow. 
* | (8) To dress. 
She was got up like a duchess. 
(c) To inaugurate, 
The Lord Mayor has got up a fund for 
the distressed. 
(d) To launder. 


My dress shirt has been well got up. 


EXCLAMATIONS 
WITH "GET" * Get along! Move along! Nonsense! 
Get up! Rise! Get out! Go away! 
*Get out! You don't mean it} 
Get on! Move! Get in! Enter ! 
Get off! Go away! 
GIVE 
to give (a) To yield. 
Push the door and see 1f it gives. 
(b) To produce. 
Only hard work gives good results, 
to give away (a) To bestow. 
The bride's father gave her away. 
To betray. 
His Oxford accent gave him away. 
to give in (a) To break. 


He pushed hard against the door and 
finally it gave in. 


GIVE—to give in 
—contd. 


to give out 


to give up 


GO 
to go down 


(2) 


(d) 


(2) 
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To yield to. 

I pressed him hard for his consent to our 
marriage and her father gave in to me. 

To hand over. 

l gave in the watch I had found to the 
police. 


To distribute. 

I saw a man giving out handbills in the 
street. 

To announce. 

He gave out that the new president had 
died that day. 

To become exhausted. 

We shall have to find another fuel as 
our coal is giving out. 


To surrender. 

They gave up the keys of the city. 

To abandon. 

I have had to give up smoking. 

To despair. 

1 have tried everything, but it’s no use. 
I feel like giving up. 


To descend. , 
The miner goes down to his work, 

To decrease in price. 

Sugar has gone down a 4d. 

To leave the University. 

He goes down next term. 

To sink (of a ship). 

The “ Lusitania " went down in 1915. 
To drown (ot a person). 

I saw the swimmer go down. 

To be well received. 

She sang two songs which went down 
well. 


) To go to country from town. 


(h) 


He has gone down to Brighton. 

To lose a good reputation. 

The neighbourhood, once prosperous, 
has gone down. 
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GO—contd. 


to go for 


' 


to go on 


to go out 


(a) To seek. 
I went for the doctor at 10 a.m. 
(b) To reprimand. 
I did not like his tone and I went for 
him about it. 
(c) To go on behalf of. 
He went for Mr. Smith because the 
‘latter couldn't go himself. 
(d) To be sold at. 
These watches are going for 15. each. 


(a) To continue. 
I waited for my friend, she went on, 
and we caught her up later. 
(b) To deduce. 
This was the only evidence the police 
had to go on. 
(c) To move by means of. 
The truck goes on wheels, $1 could not be 
moved otherwise, 
(4) To behave badly. 
I must say I didn’t Uke the way they go 
on. It seems wrong to me. 
(e) To be angry. 
When he asked her about tt she went on 
dreadfully, so he withdrew hisquestion. 


(a) To leave a house, or room. 
The master left the classroom. There 
was no noise when he went out, 
(b) To be extinguished. 
That is the second time to-night the gas 
has gone out. 
(c) To become unfashionable, 
Ten years ago the “ boatey” was 
fashionable, now it has gone out. 
(4) To strive for. - 
I'm going out for big results and 1 
must make a big effort. 
(e) To recede (tide). 
At Southend the tide usually goes out 
a long way. 


GO—contd. 
to go through 


to go up 


RUN 
to run down 
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(a) To traverse. 
The stream goes through the field 
behind our house. 
(b) To pierce. 
There is only one scent will go through 
a brick wall, and that is the scent of an 
onion. 
(c) To suffer. , 
Poor fellow! He has had a lot to go 
through with it. 
(d) To carry out a plan. 
This was their plan, and I think they 
mean to go through with it. 
(c) To be accepted by. 
The architect submitted his drawings 
and will start to build as soon as they 
go through the Town Council. 


(a) To ascend. 
The plane goes up very quickly. 
(b) To burn or explode. 
A bomb is dropped on a model house 
which goes up in flames. 
(c) To increase in price. 
The shares have gone up three points 
since yesterday. 
(d) To enter a University. 
My son goes up to Oxford next 


term. 
(e) To go to town from country. 
He has gone up to town to-day. 


(a) To speak ill of. . 
He is always running down his sister. 
(b) To trace. 
The burglar covered. his tracks, but the 
police eventually ran him down, 
(c) To run over. 
He was run down (run over) by an 
omnibus, 
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RUN—to run 
down—conid, 


to feel run down 


to run in 


to run off 


to run out 


(a) 


(G) 


(a) 


(b) 


(a) 


(b) 


(a) 


(6) 


(c) 


(2) 


(e) 


To run down (of clocks) (to require 
winding). 

The clock is run down and will stop 
if not wound. 

To clarify (fats). 

The housekeeper runs down her drip- 
ping every week. 


To feel ill. 


I have been working very hard and 1 
feel run down. 


To enter quickly. 

The girl's mother called her from the 
garden, and the child van in. 

To arrest. 

The cyclist exceeded the speed limit ^ 
and was run in by the police. 


To run away. 

When I gave him the news he seemed 
excited and soon ran off. 

To duplicate. 

This machine will run off eighty copies 
per minute. 


To leave quickly. 

When the cage was opened the monkey 
ran out. 

To cease flowing. 

The oil flowed plentifully at first, but 
Soon ran out. 

To lack. 

Give me a cigarette, please. I have run 
out of them. 

To project. 

The land here narrows considerably 
and a strip runs out to sea. This 
strip is called Ram’s Head. 

To recede (tide), 

By xo o'clock the tide had run out. 


RUN—conid. 
to run up 


SET 
to be set on (doing 
a thing) 


to set down 


to set forth 


to set in 


to set off 


(a) 


Q) 


(a) 
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To sew (roughly). 

The boy tore his clothes and the mother 
ran them up for him. 

To accumulate. - 

He is stupid: he lets his bills run 


up. 


To be determined. 
I am set on going to France for my 
holidays this year. 


To place. 
The servant set down the tray on the 
table and went out. 


(b) To enumerate. 


(a) 


(b) 


(a) 


(6) 


(c) 


(4) 


He set down in writing the reasons for 
his resignation. 


To start on a journey. 

He set forth for Australia rich in hope 
but poor in pocket. 

To make a statement of. 

He set forth his reasons with all the 
logic of the legal mind. 


To commence. 
The rainy season has set in. 


(See “to set forth”). 

He turned and left me, setting off ata 
good pace down the road. 

To perfect: to add the finishing 
touches to something. 

A woman's beauty is set off by her 
clothes and jewellery. 

To cancel one thing by another. 

I set off his bill against the debt which 
he previously owed me. 

To ignite. 

In England, on Guy Fawkes’ Day 
many a lad sets off his fireworks. 


80 


ENGLISH IDIOMS FOR FOREIGN STUDENTS 


SET—contd. 


to set on 


To attack. 


Last week I was set on by a mad dog. 


to set out (a) To start a journey. 


to set up 


They set out for Canada in April. 


(b) To state clearly. 
(c) To place on view. 


set out. 
(a) To establish. 
They have set up a new record 
Sight to South Africa. 


(Technical) |(b) To prepare type. 


type is being set up now. 
(c) To arrange perpendicularly. 


Ninepins are knocked down only to be 


set up again. 


(Commercial) |(d) To open a business. 


START 
to start 


SMELL 
to smell 


He set up as a tea broker in Mincing 


Lane. 


(a) To set out. 


At what time did they start this morn- 


ing? 
(b) To commence. 


He started. with litlle money and made 


millions. 
(c) To frighten (an animal). 


4s we were walking across the field we 


started a hare. 
(a) a jump in fear, 


omeone spoke to me suddenly and I 


started. 


(2) To have a bad odour, 


Take that cheése away, it smells. 


(b) To perceive any odour. 


I woke up with a start. I could smell 


fire. 


He set out his ideas in simple English. 


I like the look of his work: it is well 


The book will be published shortly : the 


SMELL—to smell 
—contd. 


* to smell a rat 


STICK 

to stick out € 
* 
* 

stuck up » 
* 

TAKE 


* to take after 


to take back 
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(c) To suspect. 
I went over the facts of the case again ; 
tt seemed to me I could smell dis- 
loyalty somewhere. 


To suspect. 
When he told me the story I didn’t 
believe him, I smelt a rat at once. 


(a) To project. 

The chimney of his house sticks up 
far above all the neighbouring chim- 
neys. 

(b) To endure. 

I like the way he sticks it out, ill as he js. 
(c) To be obvious. 

Her vanity sticks out a mile. 


(a) Proud. 
I don'i like the family, they are very 
stuck up. 
(b) Affixed. 
A large notice was stuck up on the wall. 
(c) Placed. 1 
An ugly statue was stuck up in a corner. 


(a) To take in turn. 
They each took a cake after me. 
(b) To resemble. 
That boy takes after his father. He ds 
a chip of the old block. 


(a) To unsay. a 
He iook back the things he had said 
against her. 
(b) To receive again. 
The firm took back the damaged goods 
and replaced them with new ones. 
(c) To return. 
I took the books back to the lender. 
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TAKE-contd. 
to take down 
$ 
$ 
to take in 
* 
(Dressmaking) 
to take off * 
(Technical) 
to take to 


(a) 
Q) 
(0) 
(G) 


(e) 


(b) 


(o) 
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To demolish. 

The decorations were taken down after 
the festival. 

To transcribe. 

All his speeches are taken down in 
shorthand. 

To abash. 

That young man is too sure of himself 1 it 
would do him good to be taken down. 

To lower. 

Take the jam down from the top shelf 
and put it here. 

To swallow. 

Come on, my boy. Take this down. 
It will do you good. 


To receive. 

Mrs. B. takes in boarders, 

Mrs. D. takes in washing. 

To deceive. 

He was quite taken in by my manners. 

To make smaller. 

The skirt was too full and had to be 
taken in. 


To imitate. 3 

He can take off M. Chevalier to the life. 

To start a flight. 

The plane took off from Croydon at 
IO a.m. 

To rescue. 

The passengers were taken off by the tug 
“Amelia.” 

To deduct. j 

His shopkeeper took off 5 per cent. dis- 
count for each. 


To commence. 

Since he left school he has taken to 
tennis, but says he doesn’t like it after 
Playing cricket. 


TAKE—to take 
to—contd. 


to take up 


TALK 
to talk over 


TELL 
to tell off 


THROW 
“to throw up the 


sponge. 


(8) 


(a) 


(4) 


(b) 
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To like. 

I saw him yesterday for the first time 
and took to him at once. 


To commence.” 

He has taken up photography as a 
hobby. 

To befriend. 

They are very popular since Lady B. 
has taken them up. Before they 
were nobodies. 

To be cross with. 

She said something I did not like, and 
I took her up very quickly. 

To arrest. 

I saw a policeman take up a fellow for 
bag-snatching. 


To discuss. 

We talked the matter over. 

To persuade. 

B. was against us at the start, but 
eventually we talked him over. 


To count. 

He told off the bales as they were un- 
loaded. 

To reprimand. 

She told off her brother for his bad 
behaviour. 

To appoint for duty (Military). 

The sergeant-major told off the men for 
guard. 


To surrender or despair. 

He tried to explain repeatedly, but 
eventually threw up the sponge. 

They fougnt bravely, but without avail, 
against superior forces and were 
obliged to throw up the sponge. 
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TRY 
*to try on 


to turn one’s back 
upon 


to turn out 


(Military) 


(a) To attempt. 
They could not deceive us although they 
tried it on. 
(b) To try the fit of clothes. 
I went to the tailors to iry on my new 
suit. 
(c) To bluff. 
Never believe him. He is always try- 
ing it on. 


(a) To return. 
The soldier turns in his equipment on 
leaving the Army. 
(b) To go to bed. 
Eleven o'clock—let's turn in. 
(c) To slant inwards. 
Just look at that child. He turns his 
toes in. 


(a) To turn away from. 

Many failures embittered him and 
finally he turned his back upon 
England. 

(b) To refuse help to. 

I appealed to my father for help, but 

he iurned his back upon me. 


(a) To evict. 
They couldn't pay the rent so the land- 
lord turned them out. 
(b) To become. 
It was cloudy this morning, but tt 
turned out fine. 
(c) To summon, 
He turned out the guard. 
(d) To answer a call. 
The fire brigade turned out. 
(e) To clean. 
She turns out one room every day. 
(f) To extinguish. 
Turn out the gas before you get into bed. 


TURN—contd. 
to turn over e 


to turn up hd 


* 
up to the mark 
* 
(the) ups and 
downs 
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(a) To give up. 
The thief was turned over to the police. 
(8) To turn from side to side. 
Bacon, to be properly cooked, musi be 
turned over once or twice. 
(c) To do business. 
They turned over £10,000 last week 
alone. 


(a) To arrive. 
She turned up half an hour late as 
usual. 
(b) To discover. 
While looking for an old letter he turned. 
up a photograph of himself as a child. 
(c) To abandon. 5 
He made some effort to restore peace ; 
but failing to do so, at length he turned 
it up. 
(d). To look for. 
Not being sure of the word he turned it 
up in the dictionary. 


(a) Up to a certain standard. 
I examined him in French and found 
him quite up to the mark. 
(b) In good health. } 
I'm not quite 'up to the mark this 
morning. i 
(c) Up to a given point. 
He filled the glass up to the mark I had 
shown him. 


(a) The risings and fallings. 
The market was unsteady, and they 
watched its ups and downs carefully. 
b) The successes and failures. 
Life is full of ups and downs, my friend. 


SECTION X 


COMMERCIAL ABBREVIATIONS IN COMMON USE 
@. A 5 - for, at, too. 


IC og * E - first class. 
A/C. 6 b . account current. 
Alc . ` . account. 
A.d. or Ald , . after date. 
Ad lib., Ad libitum . at pleasure. 
Ad val., Ad valorem . according to value. 
Agt. . against; agent. 
A.P., A protester - to be protested—bills of exchange. 
Appro. 2 + approval. 
Av. . . c . average. 
Bal. . Ü : - balance, 
b/d . D - brought down. 
B/E. E 6 - billofexchange; bill of entry 
(Customs). 
ib/ fave 5 : . brought forward. 
B/L . 5 5 . bill of lading. 
B/P. & rf . bill of parcels, bill payable. 
B/R 5 o . bill receivable. 
B/S." & E . bill of sale. 
Cat. . . ` . catalogue. 
C/B . o 5 . cash book. 
C/D . t . cash against documents, 
cjd . . . . carried down. 
cum div. . . . with the dividend. 
GE S C z - cost and freight. 
cjf . . + carried forward. 
[0900195 d : e cost, insurance and freight. 
e. : - centilitre, 
Cm. . . centimetre. 
Co. . + company. 
c/o D 5 . care of, 
C.O.D. 2 - Cash on delivery. 
one Contra 5 + against. í 
. ` ». Credit, creditor. 
ai . . : - ‘Cases, 
Cu. 0 d . Cubic, 
Cu. ft o d + Cubic feet. 
Cu. in o A . Cubic inch. 
Cwt.. . à + hundredweight. 


D/A. . - * documents against acceptance, 


COMMERCIAL ABBREVIATIONS IN COMMON USE 


D/B E 
Dbk. . 
d/d . t 
Deb. ` 
Deg. 

Dit 

d.g. . - 
Dis. . o 
Div. . 
Do., Ditto 
Dols. . 


lə] 
"n 


Inm b 
Inst., Instant 
Inte 5 


In trans., In transitu . 


Inv.. : 
IOU 
J/^. . 
Kilog. 
Kilom. 
Kw.. 
Lb. . 


f£ . 


day book. 

drawback. 

day's date. 

debenture. 

degree. 

draft. 

decigramme. 

discount. 

dividend. 

the same. 

dollars. 

dozen. 

documents against payment, 
debtor. 

day's sight. 

Each. 

enclosures. 

errors and omissions excepted 
and other things. 

free of all average. 

fair average quality. 

free alongside ship. 

free on board. 

free on rail. 

free of particular average. 
Franc (French). 

foot or feet. 

general average. 


gallon. 

Greenwich Mean Time. 
General Post Office. 
gross. 

guineas. 

hogshead. 

the same. 

that is. 

inch. 

the present month. 
interest. 

on the way. 
invoice. 

I owe you. 

joint account. 
kilogramme. 
kilometre. 
kilowatt. 

pound (weight). 
pound sterling. 
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TESES 
M. . E 5 
ma s 

M. or Mk. 
mjd . : 
Mm. 

M.O. 

MS.. 

M/S. 

MSS. : 
Net., Netto 
NJF . 5 
No., Numero 
Nom. 

Nom. cap. 


Ojo. 

%, per cent. 
O.K. 

Op. . 
Oz. . 
Par. 

ib s 
Per. an. 
Per capita : 
Per pro or p.p. . 
P, B 


P.O, 
Prox., Proximo , 


P.S., Postscriptum 
T.O. 


SIDON 

8.d., sine die 
S.g. or Sp.g. 
SIN . 3 

Soc. . 


Sq. PRRs 


pound Egyptian, 
pound Turkish, 
thousand. 
metre; mile. 
mark (German). 
month's date, 
millimetres. 
money order. 
manuscript. 
month's sight, 
manuscripts. 
lowest. 

no funds (banking). 
number. 
nominal, 
nominal capital. 
notary public. 
net weight. 
degree. 

order of. 

in the hundred. 
all correct. 


over proof (spirituous liquors) 


ounce. 

equal value. 
paid. 

yearly. 

by the head. 

by procuration. 
promissory note. 


post office; postal order, 


pages. 

the next month. 
postscript. 
please turn over. 
quarter. 

quart. 

quarto. 

rupee, 

IO rupees. 
dollars, 


sea damaged (grain trade), 


indefinitely. 
specific gravity. 
shipping note. 
society, 

square. 


COMMERCIAL ABBREVIATIONS IN COMMON USE 


square foot. 

Square inch. 

square mile. 

square yard. 

steamship. 

saint; street; stone (weight). 
sterling. 

stock. 

ton; tare. 

United Kingdom. 

ultimo, last month. 

under proof (spirituous liquors). 
under seal (Customs). 

United States of America. 
versus, against. 

videlicet, namely. 

by the way of. 


with average (marine insurance}. 


way bill. 

wrong fount (printers’ type). 
wharf. 

warehouse. 

weight. 

yard. 

and. 

and so forth. 
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EXERCISES 


SECTION I 


1, Paraphrase, using idioms wherever possible. If the idiom 
is colloquial or slang, underline it with a wavy line. 

I am sorry to say that Sir William is a man of little courage 
who basely seeks favour with richer men, inviting them to his 
house and making much of them at big dinners. Should Sir 
William see a social celebrity, he goes straight up to him, makes a 
fuss of him and praises his work; but all this has an unpleasant 
ending, for the celebrity is then introduced to Lady William, 
This good woman makes mean remarks about her friends and 
even about her husband, with whom she is always quarrelling ; 
besides this, she is no longer young and appears to be somewhat 
mentally deficient. No wonder that, after ten minutes of her 
company, Sir William has a very bad temper. But despite his 
domestic troubles, his obstinate son and his nasty character, he is 
no fool; he knows that certainty is better than speculation, and 
since he has always made his political views agree with those of the 
party in power, doubtless he will soon be made a peer. 


2. Fill in the missing word(s). 

(1) She was as sleek as a 5 

(2) He made a for the bar. 

(3) —— in the —— is worth two in the 2 

(4) To wait till the come ——. 
(5) A merry young fellow is called a —— ——. 
(6) I've other fish to ——. 
(7) How unpleasant! It is the —— in the $ 
(8) What’s for the goose is for the —. 
(9) To hunt with the —— and run with the ——. 
(10) Don’t be so foolish as to buy a —— in a ——. 
(11) How deceitful! He's a —— in the grass. 
(12) I feel out of place, like a —— out of 


3. Make sentences using the following words idiomatically : 
ass, bear, bat, bull, cat, crab, cow, dog, fish, goose, hound, 
Shark, toad. 
[51 
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4. Replace the words £n italic by suitable idioms : 
(a) Without my glasses I am quite blind. 
(b) Don't play the fool. 
(c) He is a very awkward person. 
(d) They are always quarrelling. 
(e) She is far from young, she must be well over fifty. 
(f) It is sixteen miles d?rect from here to London. 
(g) She threw a plate at him but he lowered his head quichly 
and she missed him, - 
(4) That story sounds suspicious to me. 
(i) He is so stubborn that there is no doing anything with him. 
(j) Don’t be so greedy. 


SECTION II 


1. Paraphrase, using idioms wherever possible. 


I think that John is intimately connected with the Huggins 
"smash-and-grab " gang, although he has aristocratic friends 
and yesterday I saw him with a well-known nobleman. I don't 
think that his dealings are very fair to his parents. I told him so 
the other day, and demanded if my accusation were not true, 
but he just shrugged his shoulders. He is a disagreeable fellow, 
always spoiling for a fight, yet he expects everyone to speak to 
him with the greatest deference. I am afraid that he will take 
his father’s place at the factory, but since we all know that he is 
incompetent, everyone will make fun of him in secret, unless he 
pays attention to his work. A too-well-dressed young man has no 
place in a very busy factory. : 


2. Make sentences using these words idiomatically : 


boot, breeches, cap, dress, glove, shirt, shoes, sleeve, socks, 
at, 


3. Replace the words in italics by suitable idioms: 
(a) As we have no food we must go hungry. 
(b) He kicked the ball across the field. 
(c) She is always changing her opinions. 
(d) They show no respect to the clergy. 
(e) He is talking nonsense, 
My grandmother was a very prudish old woman, 
(g) Don't tose your temper. I didn’t mean it. 
(h) I knew he was laughing secretly at me. 
(i) Stop that noise! I can’t hear myself speak 
(j) He is always terribly overdressed. 


EXERCISES 03 


SECTION III 


1. Paraphrase, using idioms wherever possible. 

Poor James is feeling very depressed, not only has he gone into 
mourning for his father, but besides that some wicked fellow has 
punched his left eye. Added to which he was swindled at Messrs. 
X’s the other day, and then his fiancée jilted him and is now 
behaving very badly. I should be still more sorry for him if he 
weren't so easily taken in by tall stories ; for instance, he believes 
all that the scandal-mongering Press prints. 

Last April the young fool gave me a wheelbarrow, a gift for 
which I have no use. By the way, he is very shy and blushes 
when spoken to, but don’t mention politics to him, because that 
puts him in a towering rage. In May we both went to Boulogne, 
and during the crossing he looked very sick, but after two or three 
days in the open air his health improved and he was quite sun- 
burnt. 


2, Make sentences showing two idiomatic uses of each of the 
following : 
black, biue, red, green, white. 


3. Replace the words in italics by suitable idioms : 
(a) I don’t want anyone to go into mourning for me when I die. 
(b) He is a regular scoundrel. ] 
(c) He will give me an angry look when I tell him that, 
(d) I am feeling very miserable. 
(e) He is very easy to deceive. 
(f) I am very well thank you. — 
(g) The Communists were marching down the street, 
(h) When he hit me I Jost my temper. — 
(i) He is a fine fellow ; you can trust him, 
(j) Don't rely on him, he is a coward, 


SECTION IV 


I. Correct the following. 

(1) Let us nip the trouble in the flower, 

(2) Gay little Mrs. XYZ is a straw widow. 

(3) Say what you mean! Don’t fuss about the bush. 

(4) Heis clever enough, without using long words so as to try to 
paint the lily and appear still brighter. 

(5) That lad is sowing his wild corn. ' 

(6) I want you to explain the case fully, and dig to the root of 
the matter. : 

(7) The new party is a thorn in the Government’s flank, 
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(8) She looks a modest little primrose, but really she is quite 
forward. 

(9) Life is not always a couch of roses, i 

(10) I can't rely on you: you're a snapped read, my friend | 

(11) Let us ofer the oilive branch to our enemies. 

(12) Little Miss X YZ is the pick of the bouquet, 


2. Make sentences using the following words idiomatically : 
bouquet, bud, bush, laurel, nettle, oats, palm, root, tree, 
twig, violet, wallflower, weed. 


3. Replace the words in italics by a suitable idiom : 
(a) Don't waste time. Say what you have to say. 
(b) It will do him no harm to lead a gay life for a year or two. 
(c) I am determined to trace the cause of the trouble. 
(d) He will soon rise to the top of his profession, 
(e) His eldest son is a sickly child. 
(f) Why are you so proud of your ancestry ? 
(g) I am afraid he will be a nuisance to me as long as I live, 
(^) Lend me a fiver, old man, I have no money at all. 
(i) I am afraid life won't be very comfortable for hey, 
(j) Peor Mary, she never has anyone to dance with, 


SECTION V 


1. Paraphrase, using idioms wherever possible. 

He is a rising young politician, and he should be complimented 
on his handling of delicate matters; he never avoids coming to 
the point but attacks dishonest colleagues openly. I know that 
in his youth he lead a very wild life, but that is ended, and now 
he's earning the reward of his later studiousness. 

A politician’s life is not all comfort and ease, he is often con- 
sidered cruel when he tries to be honest, and it is difficult to attain 
Success without hurting others. He has to investigate all sorts of 
affairs, about which he may not care at all. Later on in life he 
may be given one of the best ministerial positions, but only when 
his judgment is mature. And finally he will fall from grace and 
be left, like a girl that cannot get a dance, with only his past 
honours to console him, poor fellow. 


2. Write sentences using the following words idiomatically : 


apple, fig, gooseberry, grape, lemon, nut, chestnut, peach, 
plum, ripe. 


3. Replace the words in italics by suitable idioms: 
(2) The country was ready for revolution, 
(D) It is his most treasured possession. 
(c) I don't care in the least for your opinion, 
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(d) He keeps all the best things for himself. 

(c) You can't play tennis at all. 

(f) Isn't she beautiful ? 

(g) I would never have suspected him of telling tales, 
(h) He got a terrible crack on the head. 

(3) You're crazy. 

(j) That is an old joke. 


SECTION VI 


. Re-state the following, using idioms wherever possible. 
(1) eaw that.I had made him stubborn, so I let the matter 
rop. 

(2) The murderer slit his victim's throat with calm deliberation 
and then stole his wallet. 

(3) How to divide the treasure was a problem that caused the 
pirates to quarrel. 

(4) He confessed his guilt with tears in his eyes. 

(5) I don't agree with you, I think his manner is deceitful. 

(6) A managing-director should know his business thoroughly. 

7) What a convenient little gadget | 

(8) The Government has taken control of the nation's pigs. 

(9) He is sorrowing over his brother's death. 

(10) The coward ran away. 

(11) We have to pay far too much for our flat. 

(12) I nearly told him that he was a liar. 

. 


. Make sentences using the following words idiomatically : 
(a) back, blood, body, bone, eye, face, finger, foot, hair, lip, 
nose, neck, tongue, heel. 
(b) Three uses of each of the following : hand, head, heart. 


. Replace the words in italics by suitable idioms : 
(a) I knew he would support me always. 
(b) He is rather a smart young man. 
(c) The cause of the quarrel was a disputed will. 
(d) I shall not hesitate to tell him what I think of him, 
(e) He saw me looking lovingly at her. 
(f) I don't agree with him. 
(g) That's all nonsense. 
(h) It is best to meet one's difficulties with courage. 
(i) He is always disputing about what does not matier, 
(j) It is very convenient living near the station, 
(k) Help me with this exercise, please. 
(2) She is terribly obstinate. 
(m) They gave him a sincere welcome, 
(n) On seeing them he san away. 
(o) Be quiet ! 
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SECTION VII 


1, Paraphrase the following, using idioms wherever possible. 
(x) Young Smith is just like his father. 
(2) What a fool, he can't even add correctly. : 
(3) He killed himself because he had been disappointed in love. 
(4) I don't think that his proposition is quite honest. 
(5) Write a note to your friends and tell them to come, 
(6) She looks twenty, but she's really fairly old, 
(7) Speaking plainly, I'd say he is a swindler, 
(8) I haven't much money to-day. 
(9) I'm very glad I'm alive to-day. 
(10) He acts best in serious plays. 
(11) Take special care to offer her a box of chocolates, 
(12) The boxer came back from the ring with his face so 
battered that it looked all out of shape. 


n 


Make sentences using the following words idiomatically : 
(a) circle, level, middle, round, short, star, Straight, triangle, 
crooked, bottom. 


(b) Two uses of each of the following : cross, line, point, round. 
straight. 


3. Replace the words in italics by a suitable idiom 1 
(a) I told him I would punch his head. 
(b) Don't trust him, He is dishonest. 
(c) This beer is stale, — * 
(d) Is your scheme quite honest, 
(e) Write me a letter as soon as you arrive, 
(f) He is getting old, 
(g) I'll try to bribe him if I can. 
(4) She is out of her element, 
(i) Itis a very prudish family, 
(j) When I fell down the stairs I was dazed by the blow I received. 


SECTION VIII 
1. Explain the following idioms, 
(1) In half a second. 
(2) On the dot, 
(3) It's high time, 
(4) A good time in coming, 
(5) To serve time. 
(6) He woke me up at an unearthly hour, 
(7) I haven't seen him for donkey’s years, 
(8) Let us mark time for a while, 
(9) Where did you serve time, in the army or in gaol ? 
(10) A bad quarter of an hour, 
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SECTION IX 


1. Make sentences containing the following idioms, 
(x) To bring about. 
(2) To bring out. 
(3) To bring off. 
(4) To bring round, 
(5) To call at. 
(6) To call for. 
(7) To call on, 
(8) To call out. 
(o) To carry on. 
(10) To carry coals to Newcastle. 
(11) To carry weight. 
(12) To tell off. 
(13) To smell a rat. 
(14) To go for. 
(15) To get over. 


. Explain the following: 
(a) half a “ mo." 
(b) clock watcher, 
(c) on the dot. 
(d) at an unearthly hour, 
(e) in the small hours. 
(f) a good time. : 
(g) to mark time. 
(h) a month of Sundays. 
(i) in a jiffy. 
(j) donkey’s years, 


" 


SECTION X 
1. (a) Make sentences showing seven different uses of the verb 
“ to bring.” 
(b) Use the verb “ to bring " to express the following ideas : 
i. to decrease. 
ii, to cause enthusiasm. 
iii, to popularise, 
iv. to earn. 
v. to cause to make progress. 
vi. to introduce into Society. 
vii. to produce a play. 
viii. to revive. 
ix. to import. 
x, to convince. 
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2. (a) As in question i using the verb “ to come.” M- 
(b) Use the verb “ to come ” to express the following ideas : 

i. to pass. 

to fall socially. 

to begin. 

to start. 

to emigrate. 

to become apparent. 

. to blossom, 

to have an accident. 

to regain consciousness, 

to cost. 


As in question i using the verb “ to get.” 
Use the verb “ to get " to express the following ideas ; 
to buy. 

to be rumoured, 

to obtain. 

to agree. 

to make progress. 

to surmount, 

to enter. 

to be a successful candidate, 

to obtain access to. 

to make a good impression, 


e» 
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Miscellaneous Idioms 

Tell the following story in the 1st Person, using as many idioms as 
possible. 

(1) By chance you met your friend Colin in Oxford Street. 

(2) He was in (a) good; (b) bad health, 

(3) You went Straight to the Palladium. 

(4) You had to wait in a queue before getting your tickets, 

(5) You had to pay because Colin had no money at all. 

(6) Some of the acrobats' daring tricks frightened you. 


(7) A comedian was booed for telling some very old jokes, 
(8) A clever tap-dancer caused great enthusiasm, 
(9) You did not get 


get home until very late, 
(10) Next morning you woke with a bad headache. 
(11) m refused a drink because it was drink that had upset 


ife scolded you for your conduct, 


Dept. of Extensión 
SERVICE, 


LONGMANS 


